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Agenda
Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board

Advocacy and Major Projects (AMP) Committee Meeting
April 23, 2025, 3:30 pm

Bacciocco Auditorium, 2nd Floor
1250 San Carlos Avenue, San Carlos, CA 94070

Committee Members: Steve Heminger (Chair), Margaret Abe-Koga (Vice Chair), Jeff Gee

Members of the public may participate remotely via Zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84582532747?pwd=dGdjV3lQVW1RUGUyZk9SSml6aXZRZz09 or by 
entering Webinar ID: 845 8253 2747, Passcode: 268109, in the Zoom app for audio/visual capability 
or by calling 1-669-444-9171 (enter webinar ID and press # when prompted for participant ID) for 
audio only.  The video live stream will be available after the meeting at 
https://www.caltrain.com/video-board-directors.

Members of the public also may participate in person at: San Mateo County Transit District, 
Bacciocco Auditorium - Second Floor, 1250 San Carlos Avenue, San Carlos, CA, 94070 or any other 
noticed location.

Public Comments: Public comments may be submitted to publiccomment@caltrain.com prior to the 
meeting’s call to order so that they can be sent to the Board as soon as possible, while those 
received during or after an agenda item is heard will be included into the Board’s weekly 
correspondence and posted online at: https://www.caltrain.com/about-caltrain/meetings. 

Verbal public comments will also be accepted during the meeting in person and through Zoom* or 
the teleconference number listed above. Public comments on individual agenda items are limited to 
one per person PER AGENDA ITEM. Participants using Zoom over the Internet should use the Raise 
Hand feature to request to speak. For participants calling in, dial *67 if you do not want your 
telephone number to appear on the live broadcast. Callers may dial *9 to use the Raise Hand 
feature for public comment. Each commenter will be recognized to speak, and callers should dial *6 
to unmute themselves when recognized to speak.

Each public comment is limited to two minutes. The Board Chair has the discretion to manage the 
Public Comment process in a manner that achieves the purpose of public communication and 
assures the orderly conduct of the meeting.
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JPB Advocacy and Major Projects (AMP) Committee Meeting
April 23, 2025

Note: All items appearing on the agenda are subject to action by the Board. Staff recommendations are subject to change by the Board.

All items to which Government Code section 84308 applies have been marked with an asterisk.

A double asterisk indicates that one or more Directors of the JPB serve on the governing board of a 
public agency with which the JPB proposes to contract. Under Government code section 1091(a)((9), 
this relationship is considered to be a noninterest but it must be disclosed.

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Pledge of Allegiance / Safety Briefing

4. Public Comment on Items Not on the Agenda
Comments by each individual speaker shall be limited to two (2) minutes. Items raised that require a response 
will be deferred for staff to reply.

5. Approval of Meeting Minutes for March 26, 2025 Motion

6. Receive State and Federal Legislative Update and Consider Positions on 
Legislation: Assembly Bill 476 (Gonzalez) and Senate Bill 63 (Wiener) Motion

7. Receive Introduction to Caltrain's Long-Range Service Vision Update Informational

8. Committee Member Requests

9. Date/Time of Next Regular AMP Committee Meeting: Wednesday, May 28, 2025 at 3:30 pm.
The meeting will be accessible via Zoom and in person at the San Mateo County Transit District, Bacciocco 
Auditorium, 2nd Floor, 1250 San Carlos Avenue, San Carlos, CA 94070.

10. Adjourn

April 23, 2025 - Wednesday 3:30 pm
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JPB Advocacy and Major Projects (AMP) Committee Meeting
April 23, 2025

Note: All items appearing on the agenda are subject to action by the Board. Staff recommendations are subject to change by the Board.

Information for the Public
All items appearing on the agenda are subject to action by the Board. Staff recommendations are subject to 
change by the Board. If you have questions on the agenda, please contact the JPB Secretary at 
650.551.6108. Agendas are available on the Caltrain website at https://www.caltrain.com. Communications 
to the Board of Directors can be e-mailed to board@caltrain.com.
Free translation is available; Para traducción llama al 1.800.660.4287; 如需翻译 请电 1.800.660.4287

Date and Time of Board and Committee Meetings
JPB Board: First Thursday of the month, 9:00 am; JPB Finance Committee: Two Mondays before the Board 
Meeting, 2:30 pm; JPB Technology, Operations, Planning, and Safety (TOPS) Committee: Two Wednesdays 
before the Board meeting, 1:30 pm. JPB Advocacy and Major Projects (AMP) Committee: Two Wednesdays 
before the Board meeting, 3:30 pm. The date, time, and location of meetings may be changed as necessary. 
Meeting schedules for the Board and Committees are available on the website.

Location of Meeting
Members of the Public may attend this meeting in person or remotely via Zoom. Should Zoom not be 
operational, please check online at https://www.caltrain.com/about-caltrain/meetings for any updates or 
further instruction.

Public Comment
Members of the public are encouraged to participate remotely or in person. Public comments may be 
submitted by comment card in person and given to the JPB Secretary. Prior to the meeting’s call to order, 
public comment may be sent to publiccomment@caltrain.com so that they can be sent to the Board as soon 
as possible, while those received during or after an agenda item is heard will be included into the Board’s 
weekly correspondence and posted online at:  https://www.caltrain.com/about-caltrain/meetings.

Oral public comments will also be accepted during the meeting in person or through Zoom or the 
teleconference number listed above. Public comments on individual agenda items are limited to one per 
person PER AGENDA ITEM. Each commenter will be automatically notified when they are unmuted to speak 
for two minutes or less. The Board Chair shall have the discretion to manage the Public Comment process in 
a manner that achieves the purpose of public communication and assures the orderly conduct of the 
meeting.

Accessible Public Meetings/Translation
Upon request, the JPB will provide written agenda materials in appropriate alternative formats, or disability-
related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, to enable individuals with 
disabilities to participate in and provide comments at/related to public meetings. Please submit a request, 
including your name, phone number and/or email address, and a description of the modification, 
accommodation, auxiliary aid, service or alternative format requested at least 72 hours in advance of the 
meeting or hearing. Please direct requests for disability-related modification and/or interpreter services to 
the Title VI Administrator at San Mateo County Transit District, 1250 San Carlos Avenue, San Carlos, CA 
94070-1306; or email titlevi@samtrans.com; or request by phone at 650-622-7864 or TTY 650-508-6448.

Availability of Public Records
All public records relating to an open session item on this agenda, which are not exempt from disclosure 
pursuant to the California Public Records Act, that is distributed to a majority of the legislative body, will be 
available for public inspection at 1250 San Carlos Avenue, San Carlos, CA 94070-1306, at the same time that 
the public records are distributed or made available to the legislative body.
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Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board
Advocacy and Major Projects (AMP) Committee
1250 San Carlos Avenue, San Carlos, CA 94070

DRAFT Minutes of March 26, 2025

Members Present: Margaret Abe-Koga (arrived at 3:48 pm), Jeff Gee, Steve Heminger 
(Chair)

Staff Present: J. Baker, M. Bouchard, J. Brook, J. Gibson (Kimley-Horn), J. Harrison, 
M. Lee (Lighthouse Public Affairs), L. Lumina-Hsu, S. Marsh (Mott 
MacDonald), D. Ryan, L. Scanlon (Kimley-Horn)

1. Call to Order
Chair Steve Heminger called the meeting to order at 3:30 pm.

2. Roll Call 
JPB Deputy Secretary Loana Lumina-Hsu called the roll and confirmed a quorum was 
present.

3. Pledge of Allegiance / Safety Briefing
Chair Heminger led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4. Public Comment on Items not on the Agenda
Roland commented on his letter to the Finance Committee and his comments made at the 
TOPS (Technology, Operations, Planning, and Safety) Committee meeting regarding 
professional services contracts.

5. Approval of Meeting Minutes for February 26, 2025

Motion/Second: Gee/Heminger
Ayes: Gee, Heminger
Noes: None
Absent: Abe-Koga

6. Receive State and Federal Legislative Update
Devon Ryan, Government Affairs Officer, provided the presentation, which included the 
following:

Federal:
 Passed a full-year continuing resolution (CR) and Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 

(IIJA) advance appropriations to provide $20.9 billion for public transit and $16.2 billion 
for passenger rail

Item #5.
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 New OST-P (Office of the Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy) guidance on 
grant awards made between Fiscal Years 2022-2025 without fully obligated grant 
agreements – now subject to further review based on current administration’s priorities

State:
 Bill amendments due to Senate by March 26, 2025
 CalSTA (California State Transportation Agency) task force met March 11 to discuss 

strategies to provide first/last mile access to transit and accessible transportation 
options

 State budget requesting $2 billion in flexible funding over two years for public transit

The Committee members had a robust discussion and staff provided further clarification in 
response to the Committee comments and questions, which included the following:
 Flexible funding is for all of California and not just Bay Area
 Past funding formula – distributed mostly towards operations, 40 percent went to 

Northern California; Board requested staff provide current funding recommendation

Regional:
 San Francisco Mayor Lurie launched a ballot measure committee regarding funding for 

SFMTA (San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency)
 Discussions in San Mateo County about Measure A renewal 
 Updates on Senate Bill (SB) 63 (Wiener) – Caltrain priorities including operations 

funding, flexibility, simplicity, and focus on voters
 Updates on SB 79 (Wiener) – exempts certain railyard developments from CEQA 

(California Environmental Quality Act)
 Update on SB 30 (Cortese) – decommissioning, resale, and transfer restrictions 

regarding diesel powered on-track equipment
 Assembly Bill (AB) 1372 (Papan) – make Caltrain eligible for regenerative braking net 

energy compensation

The Committee members continued their discussion and staff provided further clarification 
in response to the Committee comments and questions, which included the following:
 Exempting half percent sales tax from the 10-cent cap
 Requirement for agencies to have a third-party review and only use funds for operating 

unless granted an exception

Public Comment

Adrian Brandt spoke in support of SB 63 and SB 30.

Roland commented on SB 63, noting surplus being transferred to a debt reduction fund and 
not used for operations.

Item #5.
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7. Receive Update on Corridor Crossing Strategy: Program Methodology
Dahlia Chazan, Chief, Planning, and Jill Gibson, Vice President, Kimley-Horn, provided the 
presentation, which included the following:
 Corridor Crossing Strategy evolved from Caltrain Business Plan
 Responding to increasing capital costs
 Safety enhancements to at-grade crossings as well as grade separations based on 

crossing assessment and incident database
 Grade crossing elimination projects – prioritization framework includes rankings and 

fund availability
 Focus on safety, improved rail operations, growing ridership, and community 

connectivity

The Committee members had a robust discussion and staff provided further clarification in 
response to the Committee comments and questions, which included the following:
 Near-term safety addressed by enhancements to at-grade crossings 
 Relationship between corridor crossing and trespasser strategies
 Controlling estimated costs for grade separation projects – close crossing instead of 

separating, pricing consistency, engaging with contractor community
 Community input needed to decide on project priorities

Public Comment

Adrian Brandt commented on fatalities and automated video enforcement at crossings.

Roland commented on a study on modular construction and crossing improvements.

8. Receive Update on Diridon Station Governance and Funding for Project Delivery
Marian Lee, Partner, Diridon Interim Director; and Stephen Marsh, Buildings Practice 
Leader, Mott MacDonald, provided the presentation, which included the following:
 Station alternatives – at-grade (street) level and elevated (concourse) level
 Project boundary was defined in 2020; maintain rail service during construction period
 Challenges with access to maintenance facility – elevated track option has insufficient 

space for tracks to meet South Lead
 “Fatal flaw” with elevated track alternative – lose access to maintenance facility
 At-grade crossing has implications for Auzerais Avenue and West Virginia Street crossing 

treatments
 Hiring program director to lead Caltrain and partner agency staff

The Committee members had a robust discussion and staff provided further clarification in 
response to the Committee comments and questions, which included impact of SB 79 
(CEQA exemption) on project.

Item #5.
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Public Comment

Roland commented on fatal flaws with the station design alternatives.

Adrian Brandt commented on the elevated track alternative, and Auzerais Avenue and West 
Virginia Street grade separations.

9. Committee Member Requests - There were none.

10. Date/Time of Next Regular AMP Committee Meeting: Wednesday, April 23, 2025 at 
3:30 pm.

11. Adjourn - The meeting adjourned at 5:06 pm.
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Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board
Staff Report

To: JPB Advocacy and Major Projects (AMP) Committee

Through: Michelle Bouchard, Executive Director

From: Casey Fromson, Chief of Staff

For: May 2025 JPB Board of Directors Meeting

Subject: Receive State and Federal Legislative Update and Consider Positions on 
Legislation: Assembly Bill 476 (Gonzalez) and Senate Bill 63 (Wiener)

☐
Finance Committee 
Recommendation ☐

Technology, Operations, Planning, 
and Safety Committee 
Recommendation

☐
Advocacy and Major Projects 
Committee Recommendation

Purpose and Recommended Action

The 2025 Legislative Program establishes the principles that will guide the legislative and 
regulatory advocacy efforts. Based on those principles, staff coordinates closely with our 
Federal and State advocates on a wide variety of issues that are considered in Congress and the 
State legislature. The attached reports highlight the recent issues and actions that are relevant 
to the Board.

Staff proposes the Committee recommend the Board consider for position:

1. Assembly Bill (AB) 476 (Gonzalez) Metal theft

2. Senate Bill (SB) 63 (Wiener) San Francisco Bay area: local revenue measure: 
transportation funding

Discussion

The update will discuss updates at the federal level and relevant state legislation.

The Board is asked to consider a position on state legislation, AB 476 (Gonzalez), regarding 
combatting the theft of copper wire.

The Board is also asked to consider a position on state legislation, SB 63 (Wiener), regarding 
authorization of a regional transit revenue measure in the Bay Area to address transit 
operations needs.

Budget Impact

There is no impact on the budget.

Prepared By: Devon Ryan Government and Community 
Affairs Officer

04/15/2025

Isabella Conferti Government & Community Affairs 
Specialist

04/15/2025
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April 11, 2025

TO: Board of Directors 
Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board (Caltrain)

FM: Matt Robinson, Michael Pimentel and Brendan Repicky
Shaw Yoder Antwih Schmelzer & Lange

RE: STATE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – May 2025

General Update
As has been highlighted in previous reports, state legislators introduced approximately 2,350 bills in this 
first year of the 2025-2026 Legislative Session. Many of these bills started out as “spot” bills and 
required substantive language before they could advance to the Legislature’s policy committees. The 
Assembly required spot bills to be amended by March 17 and the Senate by March 26. Pursuant to these 
deadlines, we have seen substantive language amended into many bills; we will see additional 
substantive amendments over the coming weeks. The Legislature will adjourn for Spring Recess on April 
10 and reconvene on April 21. The deadline for policy committees to meet and hear bills with a fiscal 
impact is May 2 (May 9 for non-fiscal) for bills in the first house. For information about key legislative 
and budget deadlines, please see the 2025 Legislative Calendar available here. 

Caltrain-Sponsored Legislation – AB 1372 (Papan)
Caltrain and its state advocates continue to work with Assembly Member Diane Papan on Assembly Bill 
1372 to allow Caltrain to be credited for the electricity it exports to the grid based on its value, 
determined by the avoided cost to the suppliers and distributor of buying clean energy elsewhere. On 
March 25, AB 1372 was amended to require Caltrain’s investor-owned utilities and community choice 
aggregators to adopt a net billing tariff to acknowledge the electricity that Caltrain contributes back to 
the grid through regenerative braking. The bill has been set for hearing on April 30 in the Assembly 
Utilities and Energy Committee. As the hearing approaches, Caltrain and its state advocates will work 
with Assembly Member Papan’s staff to further refine the bill. 

Continued Senate Bill 30 Engagement
Caltrain and its state advocates have taken the lead in working with California’s other rail agencies to 
engage with Senator Cortese and secure changes to his SB 30, a bill introduced in response to Caltrain’s 
recent transfer of trainsets to Peru. As a reminder, this bill would prohibit a public entity that owns 
diesel-powered on-track equipment – defined to mean any locomotive or any other car, rolling stock, 
equipment, or other device that is operated on stationary rails and has a diesel engine – from selling, 
donating, or otherwise transferring that equipment for continued use after the public entity ceases the 
service of on-track equipment by replacing it with lower emission on-track equipment. On April 8, SB 30 
passed the Senate Transportation Committee – which the author chairs – on an 11-3 vote. It now heads 
to the Senate Environmental Quality Committee, chaired by Senator Catherine Blakespear (D-Encinitas). 

Item #6.
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Based on comments made by Senator Blakespear in the Transportation Committee, we hope to see 
amendments to the bill in her committee. 

Governor Newsom and Assembly Speaker Rivas Appoint New Members to California Air Resources 
Board
In late February, Governor Newsom and Assembly Speaker Rivas separately announced new 
appointments to the California Air Resources Board.  Governor Newsom announced the appointment of 
Lynda Hopkins, a Sonoma County Supervisor, and Dawn Ortiz Legg, a San Luis Obispo County Supervisor. 
Hopkins will serve as the Bay Area Air Quality Management District Member on CARB, replacing Davina 
Hurt. Legg will serve as the Air District Member. Speaker Rivas announced the appointment of Corey A. 
Jackson, an Assembly Member, as ex-officio member. Jackson replaces Assembly Member Eduardo 
Garcia.  

Bills with Recommended Action
AB 476 (González) Metal Theft – RECOMMEND SUPPORT
This bill seeks to combat the theft of copper wire – an increasing problem affecting infrastructure, 
construction, and transit projects. The bill would require junk dealers and recyclers to collect more 
detailed transaction records and provide access to these records to law enforcement. The bill also 
requires that people selling copper obtain a state license and increases the fine for junk dealers or 
recyclers who fail to follow the law.  

SB 63 (Wiener and Arreguín) Bay Area Regional Measure – RECOMMEND SUPPORT IF AMENDED
SB 63 seeks to generate additional revenue to support the Bay Area’s public transit systems by way of a 
regional transportation measure. The bill would authorize a citizens’ initiative, which may only require a 
simple majority vote, for a sales tax of one-half cent in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties, and up to 
one cent in San Francisco County. These taxes would be applied for 10-15 years. As noted, the bill is 
currently a three-county measure (Alameda, Contra Costa, San Francisco), but provides a path for San 
Mateo and Santa Clara counties to opt-in before July 2025. The bill would allocate revenues to AC 
Transit, BART, Caltrain, and Muni, and may only be used for transit operations. The measure would also 
provide up to 10 percent of the revenues for transit transformation to be controlled by the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission (MTC) and up to 1 percent of revenues for administration for MTC. Any 
remaining funds could be used for East Bay bus operators that provide feeder service to BART. The bill 
will also require performance audits of the four major transit systems facing fiscal cliffs (AC Transit, 
BART, Caltrain, SF Muni), and an operational cost-sharing analysis, as well as provisions for stronger 
regional network management. The bill also authorizes a regional network manager to implement the 
network management framework in exchange for access to SB 63 funds. 

Given Caltrain’s projected operations budget deficit, staff recommend support for the bill’s provisions to 
prioritize transit operating funds through a regional transit revenue measure. Staff recommends working 
with authors to seek clarity on the expenditure plans and appropriate funding level for transit 
transformation, currently listed as up to 10%.  Additionally, staff recommend advocating for 
amendments to SB 63 to address two remaining issues.  

First, as written, SB63 would permit MTC to condition funds on operator compliance with “policies and 
programs adopted by the commission through its Regional Network Management framework in order to 
fulfill initiatives included in the 2021 Bay Area Transit Transformation Action Plan or successor plan 
adopted by the commission”. While Caltrain supports the goals of the regional network management 
framework, staff recommend advocating that the bill clarify and limit the circumstances under which 
operations funding could be withheld, such as providing that only by a vote of two thirds of the full 

Item #6.
4/23/2025

10



commission would MTC be permitted to withhold funds from transit operators. Operators should then 
have a grace period to appeal and/or rectify any compliance issues. 

The second issue that staff recommends seeking an amendment to address is to clarify that the 
legislation’s expenditure plan will only include funding commitments for the three specified counties 
and any additional county that chooses to opt-in to the transportation revenue measure.

Bills with Positions
SB 71 (Wiener) CEQA Exemptions for Transit Projects – SUPPORT
Co-Sponsored by the California Transit Association, this bill would extend indefinitely the current 
January 1, 2030 sunset date established by SB 922 (Wiener, 2022) for statutorily authorized CEQA 
exemptions for transit and transportation projects, add additional project-types to the list of exemptions 
(ferry terminals, transit operational analysis, bus stops, bus shelters), and make substantive procedural 
changes surrounding board actions (i.e. board process for establishing a project’s cost estimate). Caltrain 
previously supported SB 922, as well as AB 2503 (Lee, 2024), which added to the list of statutory 
exemptions an exemption for zero-emission rail. 

AB 394 (Wilson) Transit Safety -- SUPPORT
Co-Sponsored by the California Transit Association, this bill would enhance the safety and security of 
California’s public transportation systems by strengthening protections for transit operators, employees, 
and passengers. The bill accomplishes this goal by expanding existing law (Penal Code Section 243.3) to 
protect all transit employees against battery. Further, AB 394 would empower agencies to seek a court-
issued temporary restraining order against a perpetrator for a violation of Penal Code Section 243.3, and 
specifies that the restraining order shall apply across the entirety of the transit system where the 
offense occurred. The Amalgamated Transit Union and the Teamsters are co-sponsors of this bill.

Bills of Interest
SB 79 (Wiener) Transit Oriented Development 
This bill would require that a residential development proposed within one-half or one-quarter mile of a 
transit-oriented development stop be an allowed use on any site zoned for residential, mixed, 
commercial, or light industrial development, and further requires that the development be eligible for 
streamlined, ministerial approval. SB 79 also exempts from CEQA residential, commercial, and mixed-
use projects on land owned by a public transit agency. The bill further exempts from CEQA projects for 
rail facilities, including the “construction, reconfiguration, or rehabilitation of stations, terminals, rails, 
platforms, or existing operations facilities, which will be exclusively used by zero-emission or electric 
trains.” If a project done pursuant to this exemption requires the construction of off-site storage and 
maintenance facilities distinct from the principal project site, the project would be separate and not 
exempt.

SB 667 (Archuleta) Railroads, Wayside Detectors, Train Length, Emergency Vehicle Crossing
This bill would require a railroad, including passenger and commuter rail agencies, to install and operate 
a network of wayside detector systems on or adjacent to its tracks. SB 667 would also prohibit certain 
trains with a total length of 7,500 feet from operating on any part of a main line or branch line and 
would also require a train, rolling stock, or other on-track equipment that is stopped and blocking an at-
grade railroad crossing to be moved to clear the railroad crossing upon the approach of an emergency 
vehicle. 
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SB 707 (Durazo) Brown Act Reform
Authored by the Senate Local Government Committee Chair, SB 707 would make a number of changes 
to the Brown Act, including authorizing the legislative body of a local agency to use teleconferencing 
during a proclaimed state of emergency or local emergency if certain conditions are met and re-
authorizing remote participation authority for just cause as constituted by AB 2449 (Rubio). SB 707 
would also create a process for subsidiary bodies to meet remotely, and would permit certain members 
participating remotely to count toward in-person quorum requirements (ADA, under 18, etc.). This bill 
contains several other provisions related to the Brown Act, including new translation requirements for 
meeting materials. 

AB 339 (Ortega) Local Public Employee Organizations: Notice Requirements
This bill would require the governing body of a public agency, board, or commission to provide written 
notice to an employee organization no less than 120 days prior to issuing a request for proposals, 
request for quotes, or renewing or extending an existing contract to perform services that are within the 
scope of work of the job classifications represented by the recognized employee organization.

AB 778 (Chen) Internet Website Posting
This bill would require local agencies, within 10 days of making a construction contract payment, to post 
on its website information about the project, including the name of the company paid, the date it was 
paid, the amount of the payment, and other identifying information. Construction contracts valued 
below $25,000 would be exempt. This mirrors the existing requirements of state agencies. 

AB 810 (Irwin) Internet Website Requirements
This bill would require cities, counties, special districts, joint powers authorities, or other political 
subdivisions to maintain an internet website with a “.gov” or “.ca.gov” domain. Special districts, joint 
powers authorities, or other political subdivisions would have until January 1, 2031 to comply with this 
requirement. 

AB 1070 (Ward) Transit District Governing Boards 
This bill would prohibit a transit district from compensating a member of the governing board unless the 
member demonstrates personal use of the transit system for at least one hour or for four trips per 
month.  The bill would also require the governing board of a transit district to include 2 nonvoting 
members and 4 alternate nonvoting members. One nonvoting member would be required to be a user 
of the transit service, and the other nonvoting member would be recommended by the labor 
organization representing transit employees. 
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 Page 1 of 32

Caltrain Bill Matrix as of 4/11/2025
Bill ID/Topic Location Summary Position

AB 12
Wallis R

Low-carbon fuel 
standard: regulations.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Natural 
Resources 
Committee.

The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 establishes the State Air Resources Board as the 
state agency responsible for monitoring and regulating sources emitting greenhouse gases. The act 
requires the state board to adopt rules and regulations to achieve the maximum technologically 
feasible and cost-effective greenhouse gas emissions reductions to ensure that the statewide 
greenhouse gas emissions are reduced to at least 40% below the statewide greenhouse gas emissions 
limit, as defined, no later than December 31, 2030. Pursuant to the act, the state board has adopted 
the Low-Carbon Fuel Standard regulations. This bill would void specified amendments to the Low-
Carbon Fuel Standard regulations adopted by the state board on November 8, 2024.

Watch

AB 23
DeMaio R

The Cost of Living 
Reduction Act of 2025.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Utilities 
& Energy 
Committee.

Existing law vests the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) with regulatory authority over public utilities, 
including electrical corporations and gas corporations. Existing law vests the State Energy Resources 
Conservation and Development Commission (Energy Commission) with various responsibilities for 
developing and implementing the state’s energy policies. This bill, the Cost of Living Reduction Act of 
2025, would require the Energy Commission and the PUC to post, and update monthly, dashboards on 
their internet websites that include the difference in average gasoline prices and the average total 
price of electricity or natural gas in California compared to national averages, and any California-
specific taxes, fees, regulations, and policies that directly or indirectly contribute to higher gasoline and 
electricity or natural gas prices within the state, as specified. The bill would require the Energy 
Commission and the PUC, on or before July 1, 2026, to each submit a report to the Legislature on the 
governmental and nongovernmental drivers of California’s higher gasoline prices and higher electricity 
and natural gas prices, and recommendations for policy changes to reduce the costs associated with 
those drivers, as specified. If the average price of gasoline in California exceeds 10% of the national 
average in the preceding quarter, the bill would require all taxes and fees on gasoline, as specified, to 
be suspended for a period of 6 months, and, if the average price of electricity or natural gas in 
California exceeds 10% of the national average in the preceding quarter, the bill would require the PUC 
to suspend the collection of all fees, as specified, charged on electricity and natural gas bills for a 
period of 6 months. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

Watch
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AB 61
Pacheco D

Electricity and natural 
gas: legislation 
imposing mandated 
programs and 
requirements: third-
party review.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee.

Existing law vests the Public Utilities Commission with regulatory authority over public utilities, 
including electrical corporations and gas corporations. The Public Advocate’s Office of the Public 
Utilities Commission is established as an independent office within the commission to represent and 
advocate on behalf of the interests of public utility customers and subscribers within the jurisdiction of 
the commission. This bill would require the office to establish, by January 1, 2027, a program to, upon 
request of the Legislature, analyze legislation that would establish a mandated requirement or 
program or otherwise affect electrical or gas ratepayers, as specified. The bill would require the office 
to develop and implement conflict-of-interest provisions that would prohibit a person from 
participating in an analysis for which the person knows or has reasons to know that the person has a 
material financial interest. The bill would repeal these provisions on January 1, 2032.

Watch

AB 99
Ta R

Electrical corporations: 
rates.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee.

Existing law vests the Public Utilities Commission with regulatory authority over public utilities, 
including electrical corporations. Existing law authorizes the commission to fix the rates and charges 
for every public utility and requires that those rates and charges be just and reasonable. This bill would 
prohibit an electrical corporation from proposing a rate increase above the rate of inflation, as defined, 
as a systemwide average for any general rate case cycle, except the bill would expressly authorize the 
commission to approve a rate increase above the rate of inflation if the commission determines that 
the costs underlying the rate increase are directly related to safety enhancements and modernization 
or to higher commodity or fuel costs. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

Watch

AB 267
Macedo R

Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund: high-
speed rail: water 
infrastructure and 
wildfire prevention.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee.

The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 designates the State Air Resources Board as the 
state agency charged with monitoring and regulating sources of emissions of greenhouse gases. The 
act authorizes the state board to include in its regulation of those emissions the use of market-based 
compliance mechanisms. Existing law requires all moneys, except for fines and penalties, collected by 
the state board from the auction or sale of allowances as part of a market-based compliance 
mechanism to be deposited in the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. Existing law continuously 
appropriates 25% of the annual proceeds of the fund to the High-Speed Rail Authority for certain 
purposes. This bill would suspend the appropriation to the High-Speed Rail Authority for the 2026–27 
and 2027–28 fiscal years and would instead require those amounts from moneys collected by the state 
board to be transferred to the General Fund. The bill would specify that the transferred amounts shall 
be available, upon appropriation by the Legislature, to augment funding for water infrastructure and 
wildfire prevention.
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AB 273
Sanchez R

Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund: high-
speed rail: 
infrastructure 
improvements.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee.

The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 designates the State Air Resources Board as the 
state agency charged with monitoring and regulating sources of emissions of greenhouse gases. The 
act authorizes the state board to include in its regulation of those emissions the use of market-based 
compliance mechanisms. Existing law requires all moneys, except for fines and penalties, collected by 
the state board from the auction or sale of allowances as part of a market-based compliance 
mechanism to be deposited in the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund. Existing law continuously 
appropriates 25% of the annual proceeds of the fund to the High-Speed Rail Authority for certain 
purposes. This bill would eliminate the continuous appropriation of 25% of the annual proceeds of the 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to the High-Speed Rail Authority on June 30, 2026. The bill, beginning 
with the 2026–27 fiscal year, would instead require 25% of the annual proceeds of the Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund to be transferred to the General Fund and for those moneys, upon appropriation, to 
be used to augment funding provided to local governments to improve infrastructure.
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AB 339
Ortega D

Local public employee 
organizations: notice 
requirements.

This bill is on the 
Suspense File in 
the Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee.

Existing law, the Meyers-Milias-Brown Act, contains various provisions that govern collective 
bargaining of local represented employees and delegates jurisdiction to the Public Employment 
Relations Board to resolve disputes and enforce the statutory duties and rights of local public agency 
employers and employees. Existing law requires the governing body of a public agency to meet and 
confer in good faith regarding wages, hours, and other terms and conditions of employment with 
representatives of recognized employee organizations. Existing law requires the governing body of a 
public agency, and boards and commissions designated by law or by the governing body, to give 
reasonable written notice, except in cases of emergency, as specified, to each recognized employee 
organization affected of any ordinance, rule, resolution, or regulation directly relating to matters 
within the scope of representation proposed to be adopted by the governing body or the designated 
boards and commissions. This bill would require the governing body of a public agency, and boards and 
commissions designated by law or by the governing body of a public agency, to give the recognized 
employee organization no less than 120 days’ written notice before issuing a request for proposals, 
request for quotes, or renewing or extending an existing contract to perform services that are within 
the scope of work of the job classifications represented by the recognized employee organization. The 
bill would require the notice to include specified information, including the anticipated duration of the 
contract. The bill would also require the public agency, if an emergency or other exigent circumstance 
prevents the public agency from providing the written notice described above, to provide as much 
advance notice as is practicable under the circumstances. If the recognized employee organization 
demands to meet and confer within 30 days of receiving the written notice, the bill would require the 
public agency and recognized employee organization to promptly meet and confer in good faith, as 
specified. By imposing new duties on local public agencies, the bill would impose a state-mandated 
local program. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
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AB 340
Ahrens D

Employer-employee 
relations: confidential 
communications.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee.

Existing law that governs the labor relations of public employees and employers, including, among 
others, the Meyers-Milias-Brown Act, the Ralph C. Dills Act, provisions relating to public schools, and 
provisions relating to higher education, prohibits employers from taking certain actions relating to 
employee organization, including imposing or threatening to impose reprisals on employees, 
discriminating or threatening to discriminate against employees, or otherwise interfering with, 
restraining, or coercing employees because of their exercise of their guaranteed rights. Those 
provisions of existing law further prohibit denying to employee organizations the rights guaranteed to 
them by existing law. This bill would prohibit a public employer from questioning a public employee, a 
representative of a recognized employee organization, or an exclusive representative regarding 
communications made in confidence between an employee and an employee representative in 
connection with representation relating to any matter within the scope of the recognized employee 
organization’s representation. The bill would also prohibit a public employer from compelling a public 
employee, a representative of a recognized employee organization, or an exclusive representative to 
disclose those confidential communications to a third party. The bill would not apply to a criminal 
investigation or when a public safety officer is under investigation and certain circumstances exist.

Watch

AB 370
Carrillo D

California Public 
Records Act: 
cyberattacks.

This bill is on the 
Assembly Floor.

The California Public Records Act requires state and local agencies to make their records available for 
public inspection, except as specified. Existing law requires each agency, within 10 days of a request for 
a copy of records, to determine whether the request seeks copies of disclosable public records in 
possession of the agency and to promptly notify the person of the determination and the reasons 
therefor. Existing law authorizes that time limit to be extended by no more than 14 days under unusual 
circumstances, and defines “unusual circumstances” to include, among other things, the need to 
search for, collect, and appropriately examine records during a state of emergency when the state of 
emergency currently affects the agency’s ability to timely respond to requests due to staffing shortages 
or closure of facilities, as provided. This bill would also expand the definition of unusual circumstances 
to include the inability of the agency, because of a cyberattack, to access its electronic servers or 
systems in order to search for and obtain a record that the agency believes is responsive to a request 
and is maintained on the servers or systems in an electronic format. Under the bill, the extension 
would apply only until the agency regains its ability to access its electronic servers or systems and 
search for and obtain electronic records that may be responsive to a request. This bill contains other 
related provisions and other existing laws.
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AB 377
Tangipa R

High-Speed Rail 
Authority: business 
plan: Merced to 
Bakersfield segment.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee.

The California High-Speed Rail Act creates the High-Speed Rail Authority to develop and implement a 
high-speed rail system in the state, with specified powers and duties. The act requires the authority to 
prepare, publish, adopt, and submit to the Legislature a business plan containing specified elements on 
a biennial basis and to also provide on a biennial basis a project update report, approved by the 
Secretary of Transportation as consistent with specified criteria, to the budget committees and the 
appropriate policy committees of both houses of the Legislature, on the development and 
implementation of intercity high-speed train service, as provided. The act requires the authority to 
develop schedules for the delivery of specified tasks relating to the Merced to Bakersfield segment of 
the high-speed rail project for inclusion in the project update report and the business plan and also 
requires the authority to include certain other information in the project update report and the 
business plan relating to the Merced to Bakersfield segment, as provided. This bill would require the 
authority, as part of the business plan that is due on or before May 1, 2026, to provide a detailed 
funding plan for the Merced to Bakersfield segment that includes certain information, including an 
updated estimate of the funding gap for completing the segment and a strategy for addressing the 
funding gap.

Watch

AB 394
Wilson D

Public transportation 
providers.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Judiciary 
Committee.

Existing law defines a battery as any willful and unlawful use of force or violence upon the person of 
another. Existing law defines stalking as willfully, maliciously, and repeatedly following or willfully and 
maliciously harassing another person and making a credible threat with the intent to place that person 
in reasonable fear for the person’s safety, or the safety of the person’s immediate family. Existing law 
provides that when a battery is committed against the person of an operator, driver, or passenger on a 
bus, taxicab, streetcar, cable car, trackless trolley, or other motor vehicle, as specified, and the person 
who commits the offense knows or reasonably should know that the victim is engaged in the 
performance of their duties, the penalty is imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, a fine 
not exceeding $10,000, or both the fine and imprisonment. Existing law also provides that if the victim 
is injured, the offense would be punished by a fine not exceeding $10,000, by imprisonment in a 
county jail not exceeding one year or in the state prison for 16 months, 2, or 3 years, or by both that 
fine and imprisonment. This bill would expand this crime to apply to an employee, public 
transportation provider, or contractor of a public transportation provider. By expanding the scope of 
an existing crime, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. This bill contains other 
related provisions and other existing laws.
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AB 421
Solache D

Immigration 
enforcement: 
prohibitions on access, 
sharing information, 
and law enforcement 
collaboration.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Public 
Safety 
Committee.

Existing law, the California Values Act, generally prohibits California law enforcement agencies from 
investigating, interrogating, detaining, detecting, or arresting persons for immigration enforcement 
purposes. Existing law provides certain limited exceptions to this prohibition, including transfers of 
persons pursuant to a judicial warrant and providing certain information to federal authorities 
regarding serious and violent felons in custody. This bill would prohibit California law enforcement 
agencies from collaborating with, or providing any information in writing, verbally, on in any other 
manner to, immigration authorities regarding proposed or currently underway immigration 
enforcement actions when the actions could be or are taking place within a radius of one mile of any 
childcare or daycare facility, religious institution, place of worship, hospital, or medical office. To the 
extent this bill would impose additional duties on local law enforcement agencies or officials, the bill 
would impose a state-mandated local program. This bill contains other related provisions and other 
existing laws.

Watch

Item #6.
4/23/2025

19

https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=++24+xnyK1UEXSpVPndvd05kak1bap9JYD6wkliZlw2JQG3TzwdkjIFbTatGV7NL
https://a62.asmdc.org/


 Page 8 of 32

Bill ID/Topic Location Summary Position
AB 476
González, Mark D

Metal theft.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Business & 
Professions 
Committee.

Existing law governs the business of buying, selling, and dealing in secondhand and used machinery 
and all ferrous and nonferrous scrap metals and alloys, also known as “junk.” Existing law requires junk 
dealers and recyclers to keep a written record of all sales and purchases made in the course of their 
business, including the place and date of each sale or purchase of junk, as defined. Existing law 
requires the written record to include a statement indicating either that the seller of the junk is the 
owner of it, or the name of the person they obtained the junk from, as shown on a signed transfer 
document. Existing law prohibits a junk dealer or recycler from providing payment for nonferrous 
materials until the junk dealer or recycler obtains a copy of a valid driver’s license of the seller or other 
specified identification. Existing law requires a junk dealer or recycler to preserve the written record 
for at least 2 years. Existing law makes a violation of the recordkeeping requirements a misdemeanor. 
This bill, among other changes, would require junk dealers and recyclers to include additional 
information in the written record, including the time and amount paid for each sale or purchase of junk 
made, and the name of the employee handling the transaction. The bill would require the statement 
referenced above indicating ownership or the name of the person from whom the seller obtained the 
junk from to be signed and would require the statement to include specified information, including the 
legal name, date of birth, and place of residence of the seller. The bill would impose additional 
requirements on a junk dealer or recycler purchasing nonferrous metals, including obtaining proof of 
ownership showing the seller has lawful possession or lawful ownership of the nonferrous metals, as 
specified. The bill would prohibit a junk dealer or recycler from purchasing nonferrous metals from a 
person under 18 years of age. The bill would require a junk dealer or recycler to maintain the above-
described information for at least one year, unless a longer period of time is specified, and would 
authorize any authorized law enforcement officer to conduct reasonable inspections during regular 
business hours to ensure compliance with applicable laws. This bill contains other related provisions 
and other existing laws.
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AB 541
DeMaio R

California Public 
Records Act 
Ombudsperson.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee.

Existing law, the California Public Records Act, requires state and local agencies to make their records 
available for public inspection, unless an exemption from disclosure applies. The act declares that 
access to information concerning the conduct of the people’s business is a fundamental and necessary 
right of every person in this state. This bill would, until January 1, 2029, and subject to appropriation, 
establish the Office of the California Public Records Act Ombudsperson. The bill would require the 
Governor to appoint the ombudsperson subject to certain requirements. The bill would require the 
ombudsperson to receive and investigate requests for review, as defined, determine whether the 
denials of original requests, as defined, complied with the California Public Records Act, and issue 
written opinions of its determination, as provided. The bill would require the ombudsperson to create 
a process to that effect, and would authorize a member of the public to submit a request for review to 
the ombudsperson consistent with that process. The bill would require the ombudsperson, within 30 
days from receipt of a request for review, to make a determination, as provided, and would require the 
state agency to provide the public record if the ombudsperson determines that it was improperly 
denied. The bill would require the ombudsperson to create a process through which a person whose 
information is contained in a record being reviewed may intervene to assert their privacy and 
confidentiality rights, and would otherwise require the ombudsperson to maintain the privacy and 
confidentiality of records, as provided. The bill would require the ombudsperson to report to the 
Legislature, on or before March 31, 2027, and annually thereafter, on, among other things, the number 
of requests for review the ombudsperson has received in the prior year.

Watch

AB 555
Jackson D

Air resources: 
regulatory impacts: 
transportation fuel 
costs.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Natural 
Resources 
Committee.

Existing law vests the State Air Resources Board with the authority to regulate transportation fuels and 
requires the state board to adopt standards and regulations providing for specification for vehicular 
fuel composition to achieve the maximum degree of emission reduction possible from vehicular 
sources to attain the state air quality standards. This bill would require the state board, on a quarterly 
basis, to submit to the relevant policy committees of the Legislature a report providing data and 
describing the impacts of its regulations of transportation fuels on the prices of those fuel to California 
consumers.

Watch

Item #6.
4/23/2025

21

https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=NsTK2aGYWmisw1S2dxh7IPuYoDGl6EelYmKby8Pe1aD0qSZy6qKjUVOS/BTxph2b
https://ad75.asmrc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=Umk8EkXhRHFGZrsuJ7lH3q3X1lphwGPtfjCJKMorVpZuwq9zwPTshl+YQ6PD+lpV
https://a60.asmdc.org/


 Page 10 of 32

Bill ID/Topic Location Summary Position
AB 939
Schultz D

The Safe, Sustainable, 
Traffic-Reducing 
Transportation Bond 
Act of 2026.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee.

The Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air Quality, and Port Security Bond Act of 2006, approved by 
the voters as Proposition 1B at the November 7, 2006, statewide general election, authorizes the 
issuance of bonds in the amount of $19,925,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond 
Law for specified purposes, including high-priority transportation corridor improvements, State Route 
99 corridor enhancements, trade infrastructure and port security projects, schoolbus retrofit and 
replacement purposes, state transportation improvement program augmentation, transit and 
passenger rail improvements, state-local partnership transportation projects, transit security projects, 
local bridge seismic retrofit projects, highway-railroad grade separation and crossing improvement 
projects, state highway safety and rehabilitation projects, local street and road improvement, 
congestion relief, and traffic safety. This bill would enact the Safe, Sustainable, Traffic-Reducing 
Transportation Bond Act of 2026 which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of 
bonds in the amount of $20,000,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance 
transit and passenger rail improvements, local streets and roads and active transportation projects, 
zero-emission vehicle investments, transportation freight infrastructure improvements, and grade 
separations and other critical safety improvements. The bill would provide for the submission of the 
bond act to the voters at the November 3, 2026, statewide general election.
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AB 941
Zbur D

California 
Environmental Quality 
Act: electrical 
infrastructure projects.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Natural 
Resources 
Committee. 

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead agency, as defined, to prepare, or 
cause to be prepared, and certify the completion of an environmental impact report on a project that it 
proposes to carry out or approve that may have a significant effect on the environment or to adopt a 
negative declaration if it finds that the project will not have that effect. CEQA also requires a lead 
agency to prepare a mitigated negative declaration for a project that may have a significant effect on 
the environment if revisions in the project would avoid or mitigate that effect and there is no 
substantial evidence that the project, as revised, would have a significant effect on the environment. 
CEQA exempts certain projects from its requirements, including actions necessary to prevent or 
mitigate an emergency. Existing law prohibits an electrical corporation from beginning the construction 
of a line, plant, or system, or extensions of those facilities without first obtaining from the Public 
Utilities Commission a certificate that the present or future convenience and necessity require or will 
require the construction. Existing law specifies that the certificate is not required for the extension, 
expansion, upgrade, or other modification of existing electrical transmission facilities. This bill would 
require the commission to determine whether to certify the environmental impact report for an 
electrical infrastructure project that is a priority project, as defined, no later than 270 days after the 
commission determines that an application for an electrical infrastructure project is complete, except 
as specified. The bill would require a project applicant to identify an electrical infrastructure project 
that is a priority project and the basis for the designation in the application to the commission. The bill 
would require commission staff to review an application for a priority project no later than 30 days 
after it is filed and notify the applicant in writing of any deficiencies in the information and data 
submitted in the application. The bill would require the applicant to correct any deficiencies or notify 
the commission in writing why it is unable to, as specified, within 60 days of that notification. The bill 
would require the commission to deem an application for a priority project complete with a 
preliminary ruling setting the scope and schedule, as provided. This bill contains other related 
provisions and other existing laws.
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AB 942
Calderon D

Net energy metering: 
eligible customer-
generators: tariffs.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Utilities 
& Energy 
Committee.

Existing law vests the Public Utilities Commission with regulatory authority over public utilities, 
including electrical corporations, while local publicly owned electric utilities are generally under the 
direction of their governing boards. Existing law requires each electrical utility, including each electrical 
corporation, local publicly owned electric utility, electrical cooperative, or other entity that offers 
electrical service, except as specified, to develop a standard contract or tariff that provides for net 
energy metering (NEM), which, among other things, compensates each eligible customer-generator, as 
defined, for the electricity it generated during a preceding 12-month period that exceeds the electricity 
supplied by the electrical utility through the electrical grid to the eligible customer-generator during 
that same period, as provided. Existing law requires each electrical utility to make the contract or tariff 
available to eligible customer-generators, upon request, on a first-come-first-served basis until the 
time that the total rated generating capacity used by those eligible customer-generators exceeds 5% of 
the electrical utility’s aggregate customer peak demand, except as specified. This contract or tariff is 
commonly known as NEM 1.0. Existing law requires the commission to develop an additional standard 
contract or tariff, which may include NEM, for eligible customer-generators that are customers of large 
electrical corporations, as defined. Existing law requires each large electrical corporation to offer this 
standard contract or tariff to its eligible customer-generators beginning July 1, 2017, or before that 
date if ordered to do so by the commission because it has reached the above-mentioned 5% NEM 1.0 
program limit, and prohibits limiting the amount of generating capacity or the number of new eligible 
customer-generators entitled to receive service pursuant to this standard contract or tariff, as 
specified. This contract or tariff is commonly known as NEM 2.0. Existing law authorizes the 
commission to revise the standard contract or tariff as appropriate to achieve specified objectives. This 
bill would provide that, on and after July 1, 2026, an eligible customer-generator that has taken service 
pursuant to NEM 1.0 or 2.0 for 10 or more years is no longer entitled to take service under that 
contract or tariff. The bill would require that eligible customer-generator to take service under the 
then-current applicable tariff adopted by the commission after December 1, 2022, disqualify that 
eligible customer-generator from eligibility for the avoided cost calculator plus glide path, as specified, 
and would require the eligible customer-generator to pay all nonbypassable charges that are 
applicable to customers that are not eligible customer-generators.
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AB 1058
Gonzalez, Jeff R

Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax 
Law: suspension of tax.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee.

Existing law, the Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax Law, imposes a tax upon each gallon of motor vehicle fuel 
removed from a refinery or terminal rack in this state, entered into this state, or sold in this state, at a 
specified rate per gallon. Existing unfair competition laws establish a statutory cause of action for 
unfair competition, including any unlawful, unfair, or fraudulent business act or practice and unfair, 
deceptive, untrue, or misleading advertising and acts prohibited by false advertisement laws. This bill 
would suspend the imposition of the tax on motor vehicle fuels for one year. The bill would require 
that all savings realized based on the suspension of the motor vehicle fuels tax by a person other than 
an end consumer, as defined, be passed on to the end consumer, and would make the violation of this 
requirement an unfair business practice, in violation of unfair competition laws, as provided. The bill 
would require a seller of motor vehicle fuels to provide a receipt to a purchaser that indicates the 
amount of tax that would have otherwise applied to the transaction. This bill would also direct the 
Controller to transfer a specified amount from the General Fund to the Motor Vehicle Fuel Account in 
the Transportation Tax Fund. By transferring General Fund moneys to a continuously appropriated 
account, this bill would make an appropriation. This bill contains other related provisions and other 
existing laws.

Watch

AB 1067
Quirk-Silva D

Public employees’ 
retirement: felony 
convictions.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Public 
Employment & 
Retirement 
Committee.

Existing law, the California Public Employees’ Pension Reform Act of 2013, requires a public employee 
who is convicted of any state or federal felony for conduct arising out of, or in the performance of, the 
public employee’s official duties in pursuit of the office or appointment, or in connection with 
obtaining salary, disability retirement, service retirement, or other benefits, to forfeit all accrued rights 
and benefits in any public retirement system from the earliest date of the commission of the felony to 
the date of conviction, and prohibits the public employee from accruing further benefits in that public 
retirement system.This bill would require a public employer that is investigating a public employee for 
misconduct arising out of the actions described above, to continue the investigation even if the public 
employee retires while under investigation. The bill would require a public employer, if the 
investigation indicates that the public employee may have committed a crime, to refer the matter to 
the appropriate law enforcement agency. Under the bill, if a felony conviction results arising out of any 
conduct described above, the public employee would forfeit all accrued rights and benefits in any 
public retirement system pursuant to the provisions described above. This bill contains other related 
provisions and other existing laws.

Watch

Item #6.
4/23/2025
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AB 1070
Ward D

Transit districts: 
governing boards: 
compensation: 
nonvoting members.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Local 
Government 
Committee.

Existing law provides for the formation of various transit districts and specifies the duties and powers 
of their governing boards. Existing law authorizes a transit district to compensate a member of the 
governing board for attending a board meeting and for engaging in other district business, as provided. 
This bill would prohibit a transit district from compensating a member of the governing board unless 
the member demonstrates personal use of the transit system, as specified. The bill would require the 
governing board of a transit district to include 2 nonvoting members and 4 alternate nonvoting 
members, as specified. The bill would require nonvoting members and alternate nonvoting members 
to have certain rights and protections, including the right to attend and participate in all public 
meetings of the governing board, except as specified. The bill would require the chair of the governing 
board of a transit district to exclude these nonvoting members from meetings discussing, among other 
things, negotiations with labor organizations. By expanding the duties of transit districts, the bill would 
impose a state-mandated local program. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing 
laws.

Watch

AB 1132
Schiavo D

Department of 
Transportation: climate 
change vulnerability 
assessment: 
community resilience 
assessment.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee.

Existing law establishes the Department of Transportation to, among other things, plan, design, 
construct, operate, and maintain the state highway system, as provided. Pursuant to that authority, 
the department developed 12 district-based Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment reports 
designed to provide the department with a comprehensive database to help in evaluating, mitigating, 
and adapting to the effects of increasing extreme weather events on the state transportation system. 
This bill would require the department, on or before January 1, 2029, to identify key community 
resilience indicators for measuring the impacts of climate-induced transportation disruptions, as 
specified. The bill would also require the department, on or before January 1, 2030, to include in the 
Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment reports an evaluation of the broader social and economic 
impacts on communities connected to the evaluated infrastructure risks, as specified.

Watch

Item #6.
4/23/2025
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AB 1167
Berman D

Electrical corporations 
and gas corporations: 
rate recovery: political 
activities and 
promotional 
advertising.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Utilities 
& Energy 
Committee.

Existing law authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to fix the rates and charges for public utilities, 
including electrical corporations and gas corporations, and requires those rates and charges to be just 
and reasonable. Under existing law, a regulated public utility is prohibited from using ratepayer funds 
for advocacy-related activities that are political or do not otherwise benefit ratepayers. This bill would 
prohibit, except as provided, an electrical corporation or gas corporation from recording various 
expenses associated with political influence activities, as defined, or with promotional advertising, as 
defined, to accounts that contain expenses that the electrical corporation or gas corporation recovers 
from ratepayers. The bill would require electrical corporations and gas corporations to clearly and 
conspicuously disclose in all of its advertising whether the costs of the advertising are paid for by the 
corporation’s shareholders or ratepayers. The bill would require an electrical corporation or gas 
corporation, on or before April 30, 2026, and annually thereafter, to provide the commission with a 
report of expenses from the previous calendar year and would require that, for each business unit of 
the corporation that performs work associated with political influence activities or promotional 
advertising, the report contain specified information. The bill would require the commission to make 
the report publicly available and would authorize the commission to redact information that the 
commission deems to be confidential in the report. The bill would require the commission to assess a 
civil penalty against an electrical corporation or gas corporation that violates the prohibition described 
above, or that fails or neglects to comply with any part or provision of any order, decision, decree, rule, 
direction, demand, or requirement of the commission related to implementing the bill’s requirements, 
as provided.

Watch

Item #6.
4/23/2025
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AB 1198
Haney D

Public works: prevailing 
wages.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee.

Existing law requires that, except as specified, not less than the general prevailing rate of per diem 
wages, determined by the Director of Industrial Relations, be paid to workers employed on public 
works projects. Existing law requires the body awarding a contract for a public work to obtain from the 
director the general prevailing rate of per diem wages for work of a similar character in the locality in 
which the public work is to be performed, and the general prevailing rate of per diem wages for 
holiday and overtime work, for each craft, classification, or type of worker needed to execute the 
contract. Under existing law, if the director determines during any quarterly period that there has been 
a change in any prevailing rate of per diem wages in a locality, the director is required to make that 
change available to the awarding body and their determination is final. Under existing law, that 
determination does not apply to public works contracts for which the notice to bidders has been 
published. This bill would instead state, commencing July 1, 2026, that if the director determines, 
within a semiannual period, that there is a change in any prevailing rate of per diem wages in a locality, 
that determination applies to any public works contract that is awarded or for which notice to bidders 
is published after July 1, 2026. The bill would authorize any contractor, awarding body, or specified 
representative affected by a change in rates on a particular contract to, within 20 days, file with the 
director a verified petition to review the determination of that rate, as specified. The bill would require 
the director to, upon notice to the interested parties, initiate an investigation or hold a hearing, and, 
within 20 days after the filing of that petition, except as specified, make a final determination and 
transmit the determination in writing to the awarding body and to the interested parties. The bill 
would make that determination issued by the director effective 10 days after its issuance, and until it is 
modified, rescinded, or superseded by the director.

Watch

AB 1207
Irwin D

Climate change: 
market-based 
compliance 
mechanism: price 
ceiling.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Natural 
Resources 
Committee.

The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 designates the State Air Resources Board as the 
state agency charged with monitoring and regulating sources of emissions of greenhouse gases and 
requires the state board to ensure that statewide greenhouse gas emissions are reduced to at least 
40% below the 1990 level by 2030. The act, until January 1, 2031, authorizes the state board to adopt a 
regulation establishing a system of market-based declining aggregate emissions limits for sources or 
categories of sources that emit greenhouse gases (market-based compliance mechanism) that meets 
certain requirements. Existing law requires the state board, in adopting the regulation to, among other 
things, establish a price ceiling for emission allowances sold by the state board. Existing law requires 
the state board, in establishing the price ceiling, to consider specified factors, including the full social 
cost associated with emitting a metric ton of greenhouse gases. This bill would require the state board 
to instead consider the full social cost associated with emitting a metric ton of greenhouse gases, as 
determined by the United States Environmental Protection Agency in November 2023.

Watch

Item #6.
4/23/2025
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AB 1218
Soria D

Copper theft.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Public 
Safety 
Committee.

Under existing law it is grand theft to steal copper materials valued at more than $950. A violation of 
this provision is punishable either as a misdemeanor or a felony by imprisonment in county jail and 
specified fines. This bill would make it a crime to unlawfully possess copper materials, as specified. The 
bill would define what it means to “unlawfully possess” copper materials to include possessing without 
documentation proving lawful possession. The bill would prescribe the information that constitutes 
proof of lawful possession, as specified, including the identity of the seller and the date of the 
transaction. By expanding the scope of a crime, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program. 
The bill would also prohibit a person from falsifying any record intending to show proof of lawful 
possession. By creating a new crime, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program. Existing 
law prohibits any collector or dealer of metals to purchase certain junk metals, as specified, without 
first ascertaining that the seller legally possesses the materials. Existing law also requires the dealer to 
obtain evidence of the identity of the seller, including, but not limited to, the seller’s name and 
address. This bill would require any collector or dealer of metals to ascertain the location from which 
the purchased material was obtained. Existing law makes it a crime for a person who is engaged in the 
salvage, recycling, purchase, or sale of scrap metal to possess certain items that have been stolen or 
obtained by theft or extortion, as specified, and requires that the person knew or reasonably should 
have known that the property was stolen or failed to report possession of the items, as specified. This 
bill would additionally prohibit a person who is engaged in the salvage, recycling, purchase, or sale of 
scrap metal, as specified, from possessing certain items knowing that those items were possessed 
without proof of lawful possession. The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local 
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state. Statutory provisions establish 
procedures for making that reimbursement. This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required 
by this act for a specified reason.

Watch

AB 1222
Bauer-Kahan D

Public utilities: judicial 
review.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Utilities 
& Energy 
Committee. 

Existing law authorizes a party aggrieved by a decision or order of the Public Utilities Commission to file 
a petition for a writ of review in the court of appeal or the Supreme Court for purposes of reviewing 
the decision or order within 30 days after the commission issues its decision denying the application 
for a rehearing, or, if the application was granted, within 30 days after the commission issues its 
decision on the rehearing, or at least 120 days after the application is granted if no decision on 
rehearing has been issued. This bill would extend the 30-day time periods to 90 days. For a petition 
challenging a final decision of the commission in which the final decision significantly modifies the 
proposed decision issued in the proceeding, the bill would require the court to presume the proposed 
decision to be valid and lawful and to issue the writ unless the commission rebuts the presumption to 
the satisfaction of the court in justifying the final decision. This bill contains other related provisions 
and other existing laws.

Watch

Item #6.
4/23/2025
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AB 1268
Macedo R

Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax 
Law: adjustment 
suspension.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee.

The Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax Law, administered by the California Department of Tax and Fee 
Administration, imposes a tax upon each gallon of motor vehicle fuel removed from a refinery or 
terminal rack in this state, entered into this state, or sold in this state, at a specified rate per gallon. 
Existing law requires the department to adjust the tax on July 1 each year by a percentage amount 
equal to the increase in the California Consumer Price Index, as calculated by the Department of 
Finance. Article XIX of the California Constitution restricts the expenditure of revenues from the Motor 
Vehicle Fuel Tax Law, Diesel Fuel Tax Law, and other taxes imposed by the state on fuels used in motor 
vehicles upon public streets and highways to street and highway and certain mass transit purposes. 
This bill would authorize the Governor to suspend an adjustment to the motor vehicle fuel tax, as 
described above, scheduled on or after July 1, 2025, upon making a determination that increasing the 
rate would impose an undue burden on low-income and middle-class families. The bill would require 
the Governor to notify the Legislature of an intent to suspend the rate adjustment on or before 
January 10 of that year, and would require the Department of Finance to submit to the Legislature a 
proposal by January 10 that would maintain the same level of funding for transportation purposes as 
would have been generated had the scheduled adjustment not been suspended. This bill contains 
other related provisions and other existing laws.

Watch

AB 1290
Wilson D

High-Speed Rail 
Authority: Senate 
confirmation.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee.

Existing law creates the High-Speed Rail Authority with specified powers and duties relative to 
development and implementation of a high-speed train system. The authority is composed of 11 
members, including 5 voting members appointed by the Governor, 4 voting members appointed by the 
Legislature, and 2 nonvoting legislative members. This bill would require that the members of the 
authority appointed by the Governor be subject to appointment with the advice and consent of the 
Senate.

Watch

AB 1331
Elhawary D

Workplace surveillance.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Privacy 
& Consumer 
Protection 
Committee.

Existing law establishes the Division of Labor Standards Enforcement within the Department of 
Industrial Relations. Existing law authorizes the division, which is headed by the Labor Commissioner, 
to enforce the Labor Code and all labor laws of the state the enforcement of which is not specifically 
vested in any other officer, board or commission. This bill would limit the use of workplace surveillance 
tools, as defined, by employers, including by prohibiting an employer from monitoring or surveilling 
workers in off-duty areas, as specified. The bill would provide workers with the right to disable or leave 
behind workplace surveillance tools that are on their person or in their possession during off-duty 
hours, as specified. This bill would subject an employer who violates the bill to a civil penalty of $500 
per employee for each violation and would authorize an employee and a public prosecutor to bring 
specified enforcement actions.

Watch
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AB 1340
Wicks D

Transportation 
network company 
drivers: labor relations.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Labor & 
Employment 
Committee.

Existing law declares the public policy of the state regarding labor organization, including, among other 
things, that it is necessary for a worker to have full freedom of association, self-organization, and 
designation of representatives of their own choosing, to negotiate the terms and conditions of their 
employment, and to be free from the interference, restraint, or coercion of employers of labor, or their 
agents, in the designation of such representatives or in self-organization or in other concerted 
activities for the purpose of collective bargaining or other mutual aid or protection. Existing law, the 
Protect App-Based Drivers and Services Act, added by Proposition 22, as approved by the voters at the 
November 3, 2020, statewide general election (the initiative), categorizes app-based drivers for 
network companies, as defined, as independent contractors if certain conditions are met. Existing law 
requires, among other things, that the network company provide a health care subsidy to qualifying 
app-based drivers, provide a minimum level of compensation for app-based drivers, and not restrict 
app-based drivers from working in any other lawful occupation or business. Existing case law holds that 
specified provisions of the initiative are invalid on separation of powers grounds; however, the court 
severed the unconstitutional provisions, allowing the rest of the initiative to remain in effect. Existing 
law also establishes the Labor and Workforce Development Agency in state government under the 
supervision of the Secretary of Labor and Workforce Development, and charges the agency with 
oversight of specified departments, boards, and panels. This bill, the Transportation Network Company 
Drivers Labor Relations Act, would establish that transportation network company (TNC) drivers have 
the right to form, join, and participate in the activities of TNC driver organizations of their own 
choosing to engage in other concerted activities for the purpose of collective bargaining or other 
mutual aid or protection. The bill would provide that TNC drivers also have the right to refuse to join or 
participate in the activities of TNC driver organizations. The bill would require the Labor and Workforce 
Development Agency to enforce these provisions. The bill would define various terms for purposes of 
the act and would make related legislative policy statements.

Watch

AB 1372
Papan D

Renewable electrical 
generation facilities: 
electrified commuter 
railroads: regenerative 
braking: net billing.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Utilities 
& Energy 
Committee.

Existing law vests the Public Utilities Commission with regulatory authority over public utilities, 
including electrical corporations. Existing law requires every electric utility, except as provided, to 
develop a standard contract or tariff providing for net energy metering, and to make this standard 
contract or tariff available to eligible customer-generators using renewable electrical generation 
facilities, as specified. Pursuant to its authority, the commission issued a decision revising net energy 
metering tariff and subtariffs, commonly known as the net billing tariff. This bill would include the 
regenerative braking from electric trains as a renewable electrical generation facility for those 
purposes, as provided.

Sponsor
February 

2025

Item #6.
4/23/2025
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AB 1410
Garcia D

Public utilities: service 
outages and updates: 
alerts.

This bill is in the 
Assembly Utilities 
& Energy 
Committee.

Existing law vests the Public Utilities Commission with regulatory authority over public utilities. If the 
commission finds after a hearing that the rules, practices, equipment, appliances, facilities, or service 
of any public utility, or the methods of manufacture, distribution, transmission, storage, or supply 
employed by the public utility, are unjust, unreasonable, unsafe, improper, inadequate, or insufficient, 
the Public Utilities Act requires the commission to determine and, by order or rule, fix the rules, 
practices, equipment, appliances, facilities, service, or methods to be observed, furnished, constructed, 
enforced, or employed. This bill would require each public utility to automatically enroll customers in 
alerts for service outages and updates. The bill would require customers to be provided with the 
opportunity to opt-out of any alerts they do not wish to receive, except as provided. The bill would 
require each public utility to provide information on customers’ bills on how to update their preferred 
contact methods and to allow customers to update their contact information by email or telephone. 
This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

Watch

AB 1421
Wilson D

Vehicles: Road Usage 
Charge Technical 
Advisory Committee.

This bill is in the 
Assembly 
Transportation 
Committee.

Existing law requires the Chair of the California Transportation Commission to create a Road Usage 
Charge Technical Advisory Committee in consultation with the Secretary of Transportation to guide the 
development and evaluation of a pilot program assessing the potential for mileage-based revenue 
collection as an alternative to the gas tax system. Existing law additionally requires the Transportation 
Agency, in consultation with the commission, to implement the pilot program, as specified. Existing law 
repeals these provisions on January 1, 2027. This bill would extend the operation of the above-
described provisions until January 1, 2035. The bill would also make related findings and declaration.

Watch

AB 1472
Hart D

California Sea Level 
Rise State and Regional 
Support Collaborative.

Pending referral 
to policy 
committee.

Existing law creates within the Ocean Protection Council the California Sea Level Rise State and 
Regional Support Collaborative to provide state and regional information to the public and support to 
local, regional, and other state agencies for the identification, assessment, planning, and, where 
feasible, the mitigation of the adverse environmental, social, and economic effects of sea level rise 
within the coastal zone, as provided. This bill would make a nonsubstantive change to this provision.

Watch

SB 30
Cortese D

Diesel-powered on-
track equipment: 
decommissioning: 
resale and transfer 
restrictions.

This bill is in the 
Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee.

Existing law provides various provisions applicable to all public transit and transit districts and includes 
specific requirements applicable to public entities that operate commuter rail or rail transit systems. 
This bill would prohibit a public entity that owns diesel-powered on-track equipment from selling, 
donating, or otherwise transferring that equipment for continued use after the public entity 
decommissions the equipment.

Concerns
March 2025

Item #6.
4/23/2025
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SB 63
Wiener D

San Francisco Bay area: 
local revenue measure: 
transportation funding.

This bill is in the 
Senate 
Transportation 
Committee.

Existing law creates the Metropolitan Transportation Commission as a local area planning agency for 
the 9-county San Francisco Bay area with comprehensive regional transportation planning and other 
related responsibilities. Existing law creates various transit districts located in the San Francisco Bay 
area, with specified powers and duties relating to providing public transit services. This bill would 
establish the Transportation Revenue Measure District with jurisdiction extending throughout the 
boundaries of the Counties of Alameda and Contra Costa and the City and County of San Francisco and 
would require the district to be governed by the same board that governs the commission, thereby 
imposing a state-mandated local program. The bill would authorize a retail transactions and use tax 
applicable to the entire district to be imposed by the board of the district or by a qualified voter 
initiative for a duration of 10 to 15 years, inclusive, and generally in an amount of 0.5%, subject to 
voter approval at the November 3, 2026, statewide general election. After allocations are made for 
various administrative expenses, the bill would require an unspecified portion of the proceeds of the 
tax to be allocated by the commission to initiatives included in a specified commission plan and to the 
Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District, the Peninsula Rail Transit District, commonly known as Caltrain, 
the San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District, and the San Francisco Municipal Transportation 
Agency for operating expenses, and would require the remaining proceeds to be subvened directly to 
the counties comprising the district for public transportation expenses, as prescribed. This bill contains 
other existing laws.

Recommend 
Support

SB 71
Wiener D

California 
Environmental Quality 
Act: exemptions: 
transit projects.

This bill is in the 
Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee.

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead agency, as defined, to prepare, or 
cause to be prepared, and certify the completion of an environmental impact report on a project that it 
proposes to carry out or approve that may have a significant effect on the environment or to adopt a 
negative declaration if it finds that the project will not have that effect. CEQA also requires a lead 
agency to prepare a mitigated negative declaration for a project that may have a significant effect on 
the environment if revisions in the project would avoid or mitigate that effect and there is no 
substantial evidence that the project, as revised, would have a significant effect on the environment. 
CEQA, until January 1, 2030, exempts from its requirements active transportation plans, pedestrian 
plans, or bicycle transportation plans for the restriping of streets and highways, bicycle parking and 
storage, signal timing to improve street and highway intersection operations, and the related signage 
for bicycles, pedestrians, and vehicles. This bill would extend the operation of the above-mentioned 
exemption indefinitely. The bill would also exempt a transit comprehensive operational analysis, as 
defined, a transit route readjustment, or other transit agency route addition, elimination, or 
modification, from the requirements of CEQA. Because a lead agency would be required to determine 
whether a plan qualifies for this exemption, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program. 
This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

Support
April 2025

Item #6.
4/23/2025
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SB 79
Wiener D

Local government land: 
public transit use: 
housing development: 
transit-oriented 
development.

This bill is in the 
Senate Housing 
Committee. 

Existing law prescribes requirements for the disposal of surplus land by a local agency. Existing law 
defines “surplus land” for these purposes to mean land owned in fee simple by any local agency for 
which the local agency’s governing body takes formal action declaring that the land is surplus and is 
not necessary for the agency’s use. Existing law defines “agency’s use” for these purposes to include 
land that is being used for agency work or operations, as provided. Existing law exempts from this 
definition of “agency’s use” certain commercial or industrial uses, except that in the case of a local 
agency that is a district, except a local agency whose primary purpose or mission is to supply the public 
with a transportation system, “agency’s use” may include commercial or industrial uses or activities, as 
specified. This bill would additionally include land leased to support public transit operations in the 
definition of “agency’s use,” as described above. The bill would also revise the definition of “agency’s 
use” with respect to commercial or industrial uses to instead provide that a district or a public transit 
operator may use land for commercial or industrial uses or activities, as described above. This bill 
contains other related provisions and other existing laws.

Watch

SB 272
Becker D

San Mateo County 
Transit District: job 
order contracting: pilot 
program.

This bill is on the 
Assembly Floor.

The Local Agency Public Construction Act sets forth procedures that a local agency is required to follow 
when procuring certain services or work. The act also sets forth specific public contracting 
requirements for certain transit districts, including the San Mateo County Transit District for 
construction work contracts. The act authorizes certain local agencies, including school districts and 
community college districts, to engage in job order contracting, as prescribed. This bill would establish 
a pilot program to authorize the San Mateo County Transit District to use job order contracting as a 
procurement method. The bill would impose a $5,000,000 cap on awards under a single job order 
contract and a $1,000,000 cap on any single job order. The bill would limit the term of an initial 
contract to a maximum of 12 months, with extensions as prescribed. The bill would establish various 
procedures and requirements for the use of job order contracting under the pilot program. The bill 
would require the district, on or before January 1, 2030, to submit to the appropriate policy and fiscal 
committees of the Legislature a report on the use of job order contracting under the bill. The pilot 
program would be repealed on January 1, 2032. This bill would make legislative findings and 
declarations as to the necessity of a special statute for the San Mateo County Transit District.
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SB 348
Hurtado D

State Air Resources 
Board: Low Carbon 
Fuel Standard.

This bill is in the 
Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee.

Existing law imposes various limitations on emissions of air contaminants for the control of air 
pollution from vehicular and nonvehicular sources. Existing law generally designates the State Air 
Resources Board as the state agency with the primary responsibility for the control of vehicular air 
pollution. Existing law requires the state board to adopt standards, rules, and regulations necessary for 
the proper execution of the powers and duties granted to, and imposed upon, the state board. This bill 
would require the state board, when it revises, adopts, or establishes any policy, standard, rule, or 
regulation that would have a direct financial impact to drivers in the state, to consider the financial 
burden on drivers and to prepare a thorough analysis and evaluation of the financial impact of the 
proposed action to drivers to ensure full transparency. This bill contains other related provisions and 
other existing laws.

Watch

SB 400
Cortese D

Road Maintenance and 
Rehabilitation Account: 
University of California: 
California State 
University: reports.

This bill is in the 
Senate 
Transportation 
Committee.

Existing law creates the Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Program to address deferred 
maintenance on the state highway system and the local street and road system. Existing law provides 
for the deposit of various moneys, including revenues from certain fuel taxes and vehicle fees, for the 
program into the Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Account. Existing law, after deducting certain 
appropriations and allocations, authorizes annual appropriations of $5,000,000 of the moneys 
available for the program to the University of California to conduct transportation research and of 
$2,000,000 of the available moneys to the California State University to conduct transportation 
research and transportation-related workforce education, training, and development, as specified. This 
bill would require the University of California Institute of Transportation Studies and the California 
State University Transportation Consortium, on or before January 1 of each year, to each submit a 
report to the Transportation Agency and specified legislative committees detailing the expenditures of 
those moneys for the previous fiscal year, including, but not limited to, research activities and 
administration.
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SB 445
Wiener D

Transportation: 
planning: complete 
streets facilities: 
sustainable 
transportation projects.

This bill is in the 
Senate 
Transportation 
Committee.

Existing law requires the Department of Transportation to improve and maintain the state’s highways. 
Existing law authorizes the department to issue encroachment permits and requires the department to 
either approve or deny an application from an applicant for an encroachment permit within 60 days of 
receiving a completed application, as provided. Existing law also requires the department, on or before 
January 1, 2027, to develop and adopt a project intake, evaluation, and encroachment permit review 
process for complete streets facilities that are sponsored by a local jurisdiction or a transit agency. This 
bill would instead require the department to develop and adopt the above-described project intake, 
evaluation, and encroachment review process on or before February 1, 2027. The bill would also state 
the intent of the Legislature to amend this bill with legislation that accelerates and makes more 
reliable third-party permits and approvals for preconstruction and construction activities on 
sustainable transportation projects.

Watch

SB 496
Hurtado D

Advanced Clean Fleets 
Regulation: appeals 
advisory committee: 
exemptions.

This bill is in the 
Senate 
Transportation 
Committee.

Existing law requires the State Air Resources Board to adopt and implement motor vehicle emission 
standards, in-use performance standards, and motor vehicle fuel specifications for the control of air 
contaminants and sources of air pollution that the state board has found necessary, cost effective, and 
technologically feasible. The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 establishes the state 
board as the state agency responsible for monitoring and regulating sources emitting greenhouse 
gases and requires the state board to adopt rules and regulations to achieve the maximum 
technologically feasible and cost-effective greenhouse gas emission reductions from those sources. 
Pursuant to its authority, the state board has adopted the Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation, which 
imposes various requirements for transitioning local, state, and federal government fleets of medium- 
and heavy-duty trucks, other high-priority fleets of medium- and heavy-duty trucks, and drayage trucks 
to zero-emission vehicles. The Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation authorizes entities subject to the 
regulation to apply for exemptions from its requirements under certain circumstances. This bill would 
require the state board to establish the Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation Appeals Advisory Committee 
by an unspecified date for purposes of reviewing appeals of denied requests for exemptions from the 
requirements of the Advanced Clean Fleets Regulation. The bill would require the committee to 
include representatives of specified governmental and nongovernmental entities. The bill would 
require the committee to meet monthly and would require recordings of its meetings to be made 
publicly available on the state board’s internet website. The bill would require the committee to 
consider, and make a recommendation on, an appeal of an exemption request denial no later than 60 
days after the appeal is made. The bill would require specified information relating to the committee’s 
consideration of an appeal to be made publicly available on the state board’s internet website. The bill 
would require the state board to consider a recommendation of the committee at a public meeting no 
later than 60 days after the recommendation is made.
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SB 506
Committee on 
Transportation

Transportation: 
omnibus bill.

This bill is in the 
Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee. 

(1)Existing law requires that each application for an original or a renewal of a driver’s license contain 
certain information, including the applicant’s true full name, age, mailing address, and gender. Existing 
law also provides that if a driver’s license is lost, destroyed, or mutilated, or if a new true full name is 
acquired, the person to whom the driver’s license was issued shall obtain a duplicate if the person 
provides satisfactory proof of the loss, destruction, or mutilation. A violation of these provisions is an 
infraction.This bill would authorize a person who submits a change of address, as specified, to apply for 
a duplicate driver’s license. The bill would require the applicant who receives a duplicate through this 
process to immediately destroy the license containing the prior mailing address. By creating a new 
crime, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

Watch

SB 544
Laird D

Railroad crossings: 
permit applications: 
review.

This bill is in the 
Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee.

Under current law, the Public Utilities Commission has the exclusive power to, among other things, 
determine and prescribe the manner and the terms of installation, operation, maintenance, use, and 
protection of railroad crossings. Existing law prohibits the construction of a public road, highway, or 
street across the track of any railroad corporation at grade and other specified actions with regard to 
railroad crossings without the permission of the commission. This bill would require an application for 
a railroad crossing to include, at a minimum, certain information concerning the proposed railroad 
crossing. The bill would authorize the commission to partially or completely exempt railroad crossing 
applications that meet certain requirements from review under otherwise applicable adjudication 
procedures and would authorize the commission to establish an expedited review and approval 
process for those applications.

Watch

SB 545
Cortese D

High-speed rail: 
economic 
opportunities.

This bill is in the 
Senate Local 
Government 
Committee.

Existing law establishes the Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation with specified powers and duties 
related to long-range planning and research. Existing law creates the High-Speed Rail Authority, with 
specified powers and duties related to the development and implementation of a high-speed train 
system. This bill would require the Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation, on or before July 1, 
2026, to commission a study on economic opportunities along the high-speed rail alignment, as 
provided, and to submit a progress report to the chairpersons of the Senate Committee on 
Transportation and the Assembly Committee on Transportation for input. The bill would require, on or 
before January 1, 2027, the study to be completed and a report on the study’s findings and 
recommendations to be submitted to the appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature. 
The bill would require an infrastructure district established in support of the high-speed rail project to 
include local improvements among the eligible projects to be funded by district revenues. The bill 
would require any revenues collected beyond the establishment of an infrastructure district to be 
committed to the ongoing maintenance and operation of the high-speed rail system.
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SB 559
Stern D

Electricity: 
deenergization events: 
communications.

This bill is in the 
Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee.

Existing law requires each electrical corporation to annually prepare a wildfire mitigation plan and to 
submit the plan to the Office of Energy Infrastructure Safety for review and approval, as specified. 
Existing law requires a wildfire mitigation plan of an electrical corporation to include, among other 
things, protocols for deenergizing portions of the electrical distribution system that consider the 
associated impacts on public safety, and protocols related to mitigating the public safety impacts of 
those protocols, including impacts on critical first responders and on health and communications 
infrastructure. Existing law requires a wildfire mitigation plan of an electrical corporation to also 
include appropriate and feasible procedures for notifying a customer who may be impacted by the 
deenergizing of electrical lines and requires these procedures to consider the need to notify, as a 
priority, critical first responders, health care facilities, and operators of telecommunications 
infrastructure with premises within the footprint of a potential deenergization event. This bill would 
require, consistent with the above-described protocols, an electrical corporation to immediately notify, 
when possible and at the time a decision to conduct a deenergization event is made, public safety 
partners about the potential public safety impacts of the deenergization event, as specified. The bill 
would require detailed status information on restoration efforts to be made available to emergency 
management organizations, public safety officials, customers, and the public, where feasible, with 
regular progress updates issued at intervals of no more than 12 hours, for all impacted circuits, as 
specified. The bill would require, in advance of a deenergization event, an electrical corporation to 
make a reasonable effort to publish and make available weather conditions observed within the 
affected circuit being considered for deenergization, as provided. Once hazardous conditions subside, 
the bill would require an electrical corporation to prioritize the restoration of electricity and begin 
efforts to reenergize lines without unnecessary delays when safe to do so. The bill would make 
electrical corporations responsible for the continual monitoring and eventual restoration of circuits 
affected by a deenergization event. The bill would require each electrical corporation to submit an 
annual report to the Public Utilities Commission that details its compliance with the transparency and 
restoration requirements of these provisions, as provided. This bill contains other related provisions 
and other existing laws.
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SB 578
Smallwood-Cuevas D

California Workplace 
Outreach Program.

This bill is on the 
Suspense File in 
the Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee.

Current law establishes the Department of Industrial Relations within the Labor and Workforce 
Development Agency to, among other things, foster, promote, and develop the welfare of wage 
earners, to improve their working conditions, and to advance their opportunities for profitable 
employment.This bill would require the department, upon appropriation of funds for this purpose, to 
establish and maintain the California Workplace Outreach Program to promote awareness of, and 
compliance with, workplace protections that affect workers. The bill would require the department to 
issue a competitive request for application to qualified organizations, as defined, to provide education 
and outreach services to workers and to assist workers to assert their workplace rights.

Watch

SB 642
Limón D

Employment: payment 
of wages.

This bill is in the 
Senate Labor, 
Public 
Employment & 
Retirement 
Committee.

Existing law imposes varying requirements upon employers to share the pay scale for a position with 
an applicant or in a job posting, as provided. Existing law defines “pay scale” as the salary or hourly 
wage range that the employer reasonably expects to pay for the position. This bill would revise the 
definition of “pay scale” to mean an estimate of this expected wage range that is made in good faith. 
This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
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SB 667
Archuleta D

Railroads: safety: 
wayside detectors: 
train length: 
emergency vehicle 
crossing.

This bill is in the 
Senate Energy, 
Utilities and 
Communications 
Committee.

The existing Federal Railroad Safety Act (FRSA) authorizes the United States Secretary of 
Transportation to prescribe regulations and issue orders for railroad safety and requires the United 
States Secretary of Homeland Security, when prescribing a security regulation or issuing a security 
order that affects the safety of railroad operations, to consult with the United States Secretary of 
Transportation. The FRSA provides for state participation in the enforcement of the safety regulations 
and orders issued by the United States Secretary of Transportation or the United States Secretary of 
Homeland Security, pursuant to an annual certification, and authorizes the respective secretaries to 
make an agreement with a state to provide investigative and surveillance activities. The FRSA provides 
that, to the extent practicable, laws, regulations, and orders related to railroad safety and security are 
required to be nationally uniform, but authorizes a state to adopt or continue in force a law, 
regulation, or order related to railroad safety or security until the United States Secretary of 
Transportation, with respect to railroad safety matters, or the United States Secretary of Homeland 
Security, with respect to railroad security matters, prescribes a regulation or issues an order covering 
the subject matter of the state requirement. A state is additionally authorized to adopt or continue in 
force an additional or more stringent law, regulation, or order related to railroad safety or security, 
when necessary to eliminate or reduce an essentially local safety or security hazard, that is not 
incompatible with a federal law, regulation, or order, and that does not unreasonably burden 
interstate commerce. This bill would require a railroad corporation to install and operate a network of 
wayside detector systems on or adjacent to any track used by a freight train with maximum spacing 
specified for individual detection devices along a continuous track. The bill would define “wayside 
detector system” to mean an electronic device or series of connected devices that scans passing freight 
trains, rolling stock, on-track equipment, and their component equipment and parts for defects. The 
bill would require a wayside detector system to issue certain messages if a defect is detected or is not 
detected, and would specify actions to be taken if a message indicating a defect is detected. The bill 
would require a railroad corporation to ensure that its employees know and understand these 
requirements. The bill would require the commission to enforce these requirements and would impose 
a penalty of not less than $25,000 upon a railroad corporation for each violation. This bill contains 
other related provisions.
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SB 707
Durazo D

Open meetings: 
meeting and 
teleconference 
requirements.

This bill is in the 
Senate Judiciary 
Committee.

Existing law, the Ralph M. Brown Act, requires, with specified exceptions, that all meetings of a 
legislative body, as defined, of a local agency be open and public and that all persons be permitted to 
attend and participate. This bill would, until January 1, 2030, require a city council or a county board of 
supervisors to comply with additional meeting requirements, including that all open and public 
meetings include an opportunity for members of the public to attend via a 2-way telephonic service or 
a 2-way audiovisual platform, as defined, that a system is in place for requesting and receiving 
interpretation services for public meetings, as specified, and that the city council or county board of 
supervisors encourage residents to participate in public meetings, as specified. This bill contains other 
related provisions and other existing laws.

Watch

SB 714
Archuleta D

Zero-emission vehicles: 
workforce 
development: Clean 
Energy Workforce 
Training Council.

Pending referral 
to policy 
committee.

Existing law, upon appropriation by the Legislature, establishes the position of Deputy Secretary for 
Climate within the Labor and Workforce Development Agency, to be appointed by the Governor and 
subject to confirmation by the Senate, for the purpose of assisting in the oversight of California’s 
workforce transition to a sustainable and equitable carbon-neutral economy. Existing law requires the 
deputy secretary to perform specified duties, including creating or coordinating programs with other 
state agencies to retrain and upskill workers for, among other jobs, clean energy jobs, as specified. This 
bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would establish a zero-emission 
vehicle workforce development pilot project and a Clean Energy Workforce Training Council, as 
provided.

Watch

SB 735
Committee on Local 
Government

Validations.

This bill is on the 
Assembly Floor.

This bill would enact the First Validating Act of 2025, which would validate the organization, 
boundaries, acts, proceedings, and bonds of the state and counties, cities, and specified districts, 
agencies, and entities. This bill contains other related provisions.

Watch

SB 741
Blakespear D

Coastal resources: 
coastal development 
permit: local 
emergency declaration.

This bill is in the 
Senate Natural 
Resources & 
Water 
Committee.

Existing law, the California Coastal Act of 1976, establishes the California Coastal Commission and 
provides for planning and regulation of development in the coastal zone, as defined. The act requires 
the commission to provide, by regulation, for the issuance of coastal development permits by the 
executive director of the commission or, where the development permit authority has been delegated 
to a local government, by an appropriate local official designated by resolution of the local government 
without compliance with the procedures prescribed in the act in cases of emergency, except as 
provided, and for certain nonemergency developments, as described. This bill would include as an 
emergency, for purposes of the latter provision, a local emergency declaration by a municipality, 
county, or special district.
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SB 752
Richardson D

Sales and use taxes: 
exemptions: California 
Hybrid and Zero-
Emission Truck and Bus 
Voucher Incentive 
Project: transit buses.

This bill is in the 
Senate Revenue 
& Taxation 
Committee.

Existing state sales and use tax laws impose a tax on retailers measured by the gross receipts from the 
sale of tangible personal property sold at retail in this state or on the storage, use, or other 
consumption in this state of tangible personal property purchased from a retailer for storage, use, or 
other consumption in this state. The Sales and Use Tax Law provides various exemptions from those 
taxes, including, until January 1, 2026, an exemption from those taxes with respect to the sale in this 
state of, and the storage, use, or other consumption in this state of, specified zero-emission technology 
transit buses sold to specified public agencies that are eligible for specified incentives from the State 
Air Resources Board. This bill would extend the exemption for specified zero-emission technology 
transit buses until January 1, 2028. This bill contains other related provisions.
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Caltrain 

Federal Report 

April 2025 

 

Congressional Update 

 

Budget Reconciliation Update 

• Republicans in the House and Senate are continuing their work on a budget reconciliation 

package that will allocate funding for defense, energy, and border security, reauthorizes 

the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, and cuts domestic spending.  

• The House narrowly passed a budget resolution previously advanced by the Senate, 

which will allow House and Senate committees to formally draft the reconciliation bill. 

Despite the House clearing the key procedural hurdle, there remain key divides among 

the House Republican conference over the amount of spending cuts and certain tax 

provisions included in a final bill. House Speaker Mike Johnson announced that he would 

like to pass a bill before Memorial Day, which will require the Speaker, Senate Majority 

Leader John Thune (R-SD), and President Trump to weigh in with holdouts to meet the 

Speaker’s goal.  

• A reconciliation bill could also include an extension of the federal debt ceiling. The 

Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC) released its Debt Limit Analysis, predicting that the 

United States is anticipated to default on its $36 trillion national debt between mid-July 

and early October if Congress does not act to raise the debt ceiling.  

FY 2025 Appropriations Update  

• On March 14, Congress passed a six-month continuing resolution (CR) that extends 

government funding through September 30. This option did not include Community 

Project Funding and Congressionally Directed Spending requests that were in the 

House/Senate FY25 appropriations bills. The CR included a slight increase in military 

spending and a $13 billion cut from FY24 levels in domestic nondefense spending. 

• House Appropriations Committee Chair Tom Cole and Senate Appropriations Chair 

Susan Collins released their respective guidance for the FY26 appropriations process. 

Chair Cole has announced that members will continue to be limited to fifteen requests for 

FY26. In advance of the guidance, many members and Senators have released their 

earmark forms, while many waited for the Chairs to release the respective full committee 

and subcommittee guidance.  

• Congress is now in recess for the next two weeks and will return the week of April 28.   
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• Looking ahead, the President is expected to release a slimmed down “skinny” FY26 

budget this month that provides a general overview of the President’s prioritizes. The 

President’s full budget request is likely to arrive in May 

Marc Molinaro Receives Confirmation Hearing 

 

• On March 27, the Senate Banking, Housing, Urban Affairs Committee held a hearing 

concerning multiple confirmations, including that of Marc Molinaro for FTA 

administrator. The hearing centered around themes of workforce development, 

transparency and accountability, rural transit, and his commitment to transit infrastructure 

projects. Overall, Molinaro expressed commitment to following the contractual 

obligations of the FTA and advocating for grant money to be released to transit entities. 

 

• Committee members asked about the status of infrastructure projects and funding under 

the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA). Molinaro committed to ensuring that 

authorized funds continue to flow and that projects already in progress remain on track. 

He emphasized the importance of adhering to contractual obligations and ensuring that 

federal funds are used effectively to support transit infrastructure. 

 

• The Banking Committee advanced Molinaro’s nomination by a vote of 20-4. Molinaro is 

expected to be swiftly confirmed by the Senate when his nomination reaches the Senate 

floor.  

 

Secretary Duffy Testifies Before Senate EPW Committee on Priorities for Surface 

Transportation Reauthorization Bill  

• On April 2, DOT Secretary Sean Duffy testified before the Senate Environment and 

Public Works (EPW) Committee in a hearing entitled: “Constructing the Surface 

Transportation Reauthorization Bill: United States Secretary of Transportation’s 

Perspective”. The goal of the hearing was to discuss the Trump Administration’s policies 

for the next surface transportation reauthorization bill, to be passed after the Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law (BIL) expires in September 2026.  

• During the hearing, Secretary Duffy and EPW Ranking Member Sheldon Whitehouse (D-

RI) clashed over the DOT’s decision to freeze funding for certain infrastructure projects 

to review their alignment with climate and social justice priorities. 

• Secretary Duffy also noted during the hearing that the Department is evaluating the cost 

of a new air traffic control system and revising guidance for the $5 billion National 

Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Formula Program (NEVI), which has faced delays. 

• Secretary Duffy assured the committee that recent personnel cuts at DOT have not 

impacted the grant agreement process and mentioned ongoing collaboration with the 

Office of Personnel Management (OPM) on a reduction in force plan. 
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House T&I Committee Holds Hearing on State of the Nation’s Transit Systems 

• On April 9, the House Subcommittee on Highways and Transit convened for a hearing 

entitled, “America Builds: A Review of Our Nation’s Transit Policies and Programs.” During 

the hearing, members and witnesses discussed the impact of the Infrastructure Investment 

and Jobs Act (IIJA) and how to expand upon that framework in the surface transportation 

reauthorization bill in 2026.  
 

• Both the representatives and witnesses agreed that there needs to be a continued investment 

in public transit, particularly in rural areas which have historically received less funding. 

Furthermore, there was a discussion of regulations on public transit, and witnesses called for 

minimizing National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) standards to increase efficiency and 

requiring agencies to release data to ensure accountability. Representatives and the panel also 

considered how to implement a federal framework for autonomous vehicles (AVs) and how 

to increase the spare ratio of vehicles in the event of extreme weather.  

 

House T&I Committee Requests Stakeholder Feedback on Surface Transportation 

Reauthorization Bill 

• The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee is requesting stakeholder 

feedback as the committee continues it work on the next surface transportation 

reauthorization bill. Both the House and Senate are ramping up their activity as members 

begin drafting ideas and bill text for the upcoming reauthorization.  

 

• The subcommittee on Highways and Transit is requesting that stakeholders submit input 

using this link by April 30. 

 

• The subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous Materials is also requesting 

stakeholder input on their section of the reauthorization. Feedback must be sent to 

TI.Rail.Reauthorization@mail.house.gov by April 30, 2025.  

Administration Update 

DOT Releases Safe Streets and Roads for All Funding Opportunity 

 

• DOT released the notice of funding opportunity (NOFO) for the Safe Streets and Roads 

for All (SS4A) Grant Program. This program provides funding to local entities to plan 

and develop measures that reduce pedestrian fatalities and increase roadway safety. All 

applications for SS4A are due June 26, 2025. 

 

• This notice makes available up to $982,260,494 for FY 2025 grants:  

o $580,000,000 is available for Implementation Grants 

▪ Expected number of awards: 40 to 70 

▪ Expected funding range: $2,500,000 to $25,000,000  

o $402,260,494 is available for Planning and Demonstration Grants 

▪ Expected number of awards: 400 to 700 

Item #6.
4/23/2025

45

https://transportation.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=408355
https://www.epa.gov/nepa
https://form.jotform.com/250345930596058
mailto:TI.Rail.Reauthorization@mail.house.gov


 
 

800 17th Street, NW, Suite 1100 | Washington, DC 20006 | T 202-955-3000 | F 202-955-5564 

Holland & Knight LLP | www.hklaw.com 

▪ Expected funding range: $100,000 to $5,000,000 

 

• Notably, the NOFO removed all mentions of prior Biden Administration criteria such as 

climate change, environmental justice, and equity. However, the NOFO calls on 

applicants to consider factors such as how the proposed project would benefit 

underserved communities. 
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Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board
Staff Report

To: JPB Advocacy and Major Projects (AMP) Committee 

Through: Michelle Bouchard, Executive Director

From: Dahlia Chazan, Chief, Rail Planning

For: May 2025 JPB Board of Directors Meeting

Subject: Receive Introduction to Caltrain’s Long-Range Service Vision Update 

☐
Finance Committee 
Recommendation ☐

Technology, Operations, Planning, 
and Safety Committee 
Recommendation

☐
Advocacy and Major Projects 
Committee Recommendation

Purpose and Recommended Action

Staff will provide the Board with an introductory presentation regarding an effort to update 
Caltrain’s Long-Range Service Vision. This report is for informational purposes only. 

Discussion

This presentation will provide Board members with information about staff’s effort to update 
Caltrain’s Long-Range Service Vision, a foundational policy document for the railroad.  The 
presentation will include the purpose of Caltrain’s Long-Range Service Vision, what it includes, 
and the process to update the policy. It is important to note that this process is focused 
exclusively on updating the policy document of Caltrain’s Long-Range Service Vision, not 
revisiting the Caltrain Business Plan process, as described in more detail below.  The full text of 
the current (2019) adopted Service Vision is provided as an attachment to this staff report. 

Caltrain’s current Long-Range Service Vision was adopted in fall 2019 by the Peninsula Corridor 
Joint Powers Board (JPB), following an intensive, multi-year technical planning and community 
engagement process known as the Caltrain Business Plan. The Business Plan process ran from 
roughly 2017-2020, with final documentation and a summary report published in 2022. The 
Business Plan served multiple purposes, including building internal technical knowledge across 
a range of disciplines, addressing questions about how the Caltrain organization would evolve, 
and cultivating shared alignment across staff, partners, and the public regarding the railroad’s 
future. The Board’s 2019 adoption of the Long-Range Service Vision remains the central and 
most durable policy output of the Business Plan. 

As its name implies, the Long-Range Service Vision sets a high-level target for the ultimate 
development of the railroad’s service in the future.  It includes reference to specific minimum 
hourly service levels, service patterns, and associated supporting infrastructure for Caltrain 
service.  Additionally, it includes explicit reference to the JPB’s existing agreements with current 
and future tenant operators (including the California High Speed Rail Authority), as well as 
references to planned State and regional partner projects that will enable and inform the 
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provision of future service on the corridor when complete.  On JPB’s mainline, the Long-Range 
Service Vision specifies a core service level of 8 trains per hour per direction in the peak periods 
for Caltrain (section 1 of the Vision), and it directs the railroad to anticipate and consider the 
potential for expanded service growth beyond 8tphpd as well (section 2 of the Vision). 

Since 2019, the Service Vision has provided foundational guidance on plans, projects, and 
policies that relate to the long-term development of the railroad and management of JPB-
owned assets. It has informed the planning and advancement of major terminal and station 
planning efforts (the Portal, Railyards development at 4th & King in San Francisco, Redwood City 
Transit Center, Diridon Station) as well as grade separation projects along the corridor.  
Additionally, it has informed important policies and plans, including the Rail Corridor Use Policy 
(RCUP) that guides use of JPB’s land assets, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s Plan 
Bay Area (regional transportation plan), and Caltrans’s State Rail Plan. 

The adopted Long-Range Service Vision directs staff to provide periodic updates approximately 
every five years.  In this targeted update in 2025, staff will be proposing updates to the policy 
document of the Service Vision, not revisiting the Business Plan’s extensive, technical process.  
The update will suggest changes to the Service Vision’s policy direction, based on analysis of 
shifts in Caltrain’s market and financial circumstances as well as large societal and economic 
changes that impact the railroad’s business environment.  It will also suggest adjustments to 
improve the functionality of the policy.  The process to update the Long-Range Service Vision 
commenced in spring 2025, and a draft updated policy is planned to be proposed for Board 
adoption in late summer/early fall 2025.  

Budget Impact

This project has no impact on the budget. 

Prepared By: Dahlia Chazan Chief, Rail Planning 4/7/2025

Melissa Jones Deputy Director, Caltrain Policy 
Development

4/7/2025
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15882638.1

THE CALTRAIN 2040 LONG RANGE SERVICE VISION 

The following "Caltrain 2040 Long Range Service Vision” has been adopted by the Peninsula 

Corridor Joint Powers Board (JPB) to guide the long-range development of the Caltrain rail 

service and supporting plans, policies and projects.  This Long Range Service Vision has been 

based on detailed technical analysis undertaken by Caltrain and its partner agencies as part of the 

“Caltrain Business Plan” process during 2018 and 2019.  This Long Range Service Vision will be 

periodically reaffirmed and updated by the Board as described in section 4. 

1) Caltrain’s Long Range Service Vision directs the railroad to plan for substantially 
expanded rail service that, by 2040, will address the local and regional mobility needs of 
the corridor while supporting local economic development activities.  When fully 
realized, this service will provide:

A. A mixture of express and local Caltrain services operated in an evenly spaced, bi-

directional pattern

B. Minimum peak hour frequencies of:

• 8 trains per hour per direction on the JPB-owned corridor between Tamien 
Station in San Jose and San Francisco, extended to Salesforce Transit 
Center at such time as the Downtown Extension is completed

• 4 trains per hour per direction between Blossom Hill and Tamien Stations, 
subject to the securing of necessary operating rights

• 2 trains per hour per direction between and Gilroy and Blossom Hill 
Stations, subject to the securing of necessary operating rights

C. Off-peak and weekend frequencies of between 2 and 6 trains per hour per 
direction north of Blossom Hill and hourly between Gilroy and Blossom Hill, 
with future refinements to be based on realized demand

D. Accommodation of California High Speed Rail, Capitol Corridor, Altamont 
Corridor Express and freight services in accordance with the terms of existing 
agreements

E. Delivery of these services will occur through the incremental development of 
corridor projects and infrastructure to be further defined through individual 
planning process, feasibility studies and community engagement.  At this time, 
such infrastructure is conceptually understood to include:

i. Investments in rail systems including a new, high performance signal 
system
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15882638.1  

ii. Station modifications including platform lengthening, level boarding,  and 

investments in station access facilities and amenities to support growing 

ridership and improve customer experience 

iii. New and modified maintenance and storage facilities in the vicinity of 

both terminals as well as the expansion of the electrified Caltrain fleet  

iv. A series of short, 4-track stations and overtakes at various points 

throughout the corridor 

v. Completion of key regional and state partner projects including: 

1. The Downtown Extension to the Salesforce Transit Center 

2. The reconstruction of Diridon Station and surrounding rail 

infrastructure 

3. The reconstruction and electrification of the rail corridor south of 

Control Point Lick to the Gilroy Station 

4. Additional improvements to allow for the operation of High Speed 

Rail service between Gilroy and San Francisco 

5. The substantial grade separation of the corridor as well as safety 

upgrades to any remaining at-grade crossings, undertaken in a 

coordinated strategic manner driven by the desires of individual 

local jurisdictions as well as legal requirements associated with 

any proposed 4-track segments. 

 

2) Caltrain’s Long Range Service Vision further directs the railroad to continue its planning 

for a potential “higher” growth level of service as well as potential new regional and 

mega-regional connections.  Specifically, the Long Range Service Vision directs the 

railroad to: 

 

A. Work with regional and state partners to collectively plan for and study the 

feasibility of higher levels of service as well as expanded regional and mega-

regional rail connections. This work includes planning related to the Dumbarton 

Rail Corridor, a potential second Transbay Crossing, the potential for expanded 

Altamont Corridor Express and Capitol Corridor services, a potential extension of 

rail service to Monterey county, and ongoing planning related to the California 

High Speed Rail system. 

 

B. To take certain specific actions to anticipate and, where feasible and financially 

practicable, facilitate, such higher levels of service and connections as they 

specifically relate to: 

i. The planning of rail terminals and related facilities 

ii. The sale or permanent encumbrance of JPB land 

iii. The design of grade separations in areas where 4-track segments may be 

required 

iv. The sizing of future maintenance facilities and storage yards 
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C. To return to the Board with a recommendation regarding any formal expansion of 

the Long Range Service Vision at such a time as clear regional and state policy 

commitments are in place, the financial, operational and physical feasibility of 

such an option on the corridor has been confirmed, and community impacts have 

been assessed and affected communities have been consulted. 

 

3) Caltrain’s Long Range Service Vision directs the railroad to prepare for the 

implementation of the Vision by: 

 

A. Completing the Caltrain Business Plan including additional analyses of issues 

related to funding, connectivity and access, and equity as well as the identification 

of a detailed implementation program of next steps and follow on work 

 

B. Evolving the organization in a manner that best prepares the railroad to deliver the 

service vision by deliberately and transparently addressing the issues of service 

delivery, internal organization and governance  

 

C. Seeking the new and dedicated sources of funding that will be needed to sustain 

the railroad’s operation and to incrementally implement the long range service 

vision 

 

4) Finally, Caltrain’s Long Range Service Vision directs the railroad to periodically reaffirm 

the Vision to ensure that it continues to provide relevant and useful guidance to the 

railroad.  Such reaffirmations should occur: 

  

A. At a regular intervals of no less than 5 years 

 

B. In response to significant changes to JPB or partner projects that materially 

influence the substance of the Long Range Service Vision 
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