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• JPB meet ings  a re  sub jec t  to  the  Brown Ac t :  
o Guaran tees  the  pub l i c ’s  r igh t  to  a t tend  and  par t i c ipa te  in  

meet ings  o f  loca l  leg is la t i ve  bod ies  
o Permi ts  govern ing  bod ies  to  adop t  codes  o f  conduc t  to  

p reserve  decorum and  p rov ide  fo r  the  o rder ly  conduc t  o f  
in -person  meet ings  and  meet ings  he ld  v ia  te lecon fe rence  

BACKGROUND
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• Mus t  permi t pub l i c  c r i t i c i sm to  be  f ree ly  expressed  a t  Board  
and  Commi t tee  meet ings

• May  dec l ine  to  take  pub l i c  comment  on  top ics  tha t  a re  no t  
w i th in  the  sub jec t  mat te r  j u r i sd ic t ion  o f  the  agency

• May  remove d is rup t i ve  ind iv idua ls  f rom meet ings  in  o rder  to  
p reserve  o rder  in  a  meet ing

CONDUCT AT PUBLIC MEETINGS
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• Es tab l i sh  expec ta t ions  fo r  conduc t  a t  meet ings  in  o rder  to  
p romote  p roduc t i v i t y  and  e f f i c iency  wh i le  fos te r ing  pub l i c  
par t i c ipa t ion  in  Board  and  Commi t tee  meet ings

• Prov ide  gu idance  and  ru les  fo r  pub l i c  comment
• Au thor ize  Cha i r  o f  Board /Commi t tee  to  sanc t ion  speaker (s )  i f  

conduc t :  
• Disrupts orderly conduct of a meeting or 
• Interferes with the Board’s ability to conduct its business

• Remain  cons is ten t  w i th  Brown Ac t  requ i rements

PROPOSED CODE OF CONDUCT

4



• Rev iewed by  WPLP Commi t tee  and  C i t i zens  Adv isory  Commi t tee
• Rev ised  to  c la r i f y  tha t :

• Chair of Board/Committee has discretion to permit more than 2 minutes/speaker 
for public comment

• Standing during in-person meetings is permitted but prohibited in aisles and in 
doorways for safety reasons

• Purpose of Code is to ensure safe and welcoming environment where all 
members of public may fully participate

REVISIONS TO EARLIER DRAFTS
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