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July 20, 2020 
 
San Mateo County Supervisor Dave Pine, Chair 
Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board of Directors 
1250 San Carlos Avenue 
San Carlos, CA 94070 
 
Dear Chair Pine: 
 
On behalf of the City of San Mateo, the Council is expressing its strong support for putting a 
measure on the ballot with regard to Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board’s (Caltrain’s) efforts 
to enact a one-eighth cent sales tax in the counties of San Francisco, San Mateo, and Santa 
Clara for the purpose of operating, maintaining and improving Caltrain commuter rail service.  
 
Caltrain performs one of the most important transportation services in the state. The Caltrain 
Corridor closely parallels Highway 101 between San Francisco and San Jose. This portion of 
Highway 101 is both one of the most congested highway corridors in the country as well an 
economic juggernaut. Expanded Caltrain service is needed help accommodate continued job 
and population growth throughout a corridor that supports innovative solutions not just for the 
region but also the state and country.  
 
Additionally, with three Caltrain stops within our city limits, San Mateo is extremely fortunate 
to be able to focus our growth efforts on transit-oriented development, planning and building 
around the Caltrain stations.  Our proximity to the Hillsdale Station allowed us to develop the 
former Bay Meadows racetrack into a first-class transit-oriented development, and other 
development intended to meet the significant demand for housing is in close proximity to the 
train stations.  Losing Caltrain service would be catastrophic to the developments we have built 
around transit and those we have planned, and it would significantly impair our ability to meet 
the demand for new housing in San Mateo. 
 
Caltrain is the only passenger rail service in the Bay Area without a dedicated permanent source 
of funding. With ridership demand expected to triple by 2040, it is essential that the agency be 
equipped with the resources to maintain and increase services. 
 
A one-eighth cent sales tax across all three counties would generate approximately $100 million 
per year to help support the operation of enhanced Caltrain service levels throughout the 
corridor from San Francisco to Gilroy. Enhanced service levels will more fully serve expected 
market demand on the Caltrain corridor over the next decade and beyond. It will deliver many 
benefits to the Caltrain corridor communities, including: 
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• increased capacity to support ridership growth 

• longer time periods for peak service, and 

• additional service in the off-peak periods 
 
This enhanced service will lead to a massive increase in service frequency along the Caltrain 
corridor, resulting in most of Caltrain stations receiving service levels of 4- or 8-trains per hour 
per direction (as compared to just a handful of stations that receive this level of service today). 
 
In addition to benefiting the Caltrain corridor communities, the enhanced service would 
allow Caltrain to provide the service and capacity needed to make maximum use of the 
Downtown Extension once that project is open, and it will be foundational to the development 
of an integrated regional rail network, including potential future connections with the East Bay 
via the San Francisco-Oakland Transbay Rail Crossing. 
 
Enhanced service will also allow for greater all-day connectivity to the larger regional transit 
network, and significantly advances equity on the Caltrain corridor by providing high quality off-
peak service that meets the needs of customers who wish to use the system for reasons outside 
of traditional commuting. 
 
The City of San Mateo is supportive of an enhanced electrified Caltrain service and the 
enactment of a one-eighth cent sales tax is a critical step towards that future. 
    
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Joe Goethals 
Mayor 
 
cc:
 
Peninsula Joint Powers Board of Directors  
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
San Mateo County Board of Supervisors 
Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors 
San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency Board of Directors 
San Mateo County Transit District Board of Directors 
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority Board of Directors 
 









 
July 21, 2020 

Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors 
70 West Hedding Street 
San Jose, CA 95110 
 
Dear President Chavez and Members of the Board, 
 
As the author of the legislation that allows a Caltrain dedicated funding measure to be put on the ballot, I urge 
you to pass a clean measure, without conditions that restrict the funds from being made available immediately 
and continuously to support Caltrain operations and capital needs.  
 
My intent in authoring SB 797 was to provide Caltrain with a dedicated source of revenue so that it can provide 
reliable, improved service for all of the communities it serves. That funding is still needed to grow the service 
and transform it in the ways envisioned by the Caltrain Business Plan, but the revenues are also now critical to 
the very survival of the system following the devastating impacts of the pandemic. 
 
Attaching new conditions that limit Caltrain’s ability to access these revenues is well outside of what is allowed 
under SB 797. A measure with these conditions will not make it to the ballot and if it did, I would oppose it and 
would encourage others to do the same.  
 
Caltrain is the only system in the Bay Area without a dedicated source of revenue, making it especially 
vulnerable to the pandemic’s impacts on ridership. Limiting Caltrain’s ability to access the same funds that are 
meant to save it is a blatant power grab and is wrong.  
 
Even if a measure were to pass, it is obvious from the legal opinions offered that the measure would very 
clearly be vulnerable to a legal challenge. Instead, I encourage you to move forward with a clean ballot 
measure. Polling shows that a clean measure has the best chance to pass, it is supported by a broad and vocal 
coalition of advocates, there is no question as to its legality, and it will save Caltrain from imminent shut down.  
 
A vote for anything else is a vote against dedicated funding for Caltrain, and a vote against the riders that 
depend on it.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
Jerry Hill 
Senator, 13th District 



From: Roland Lebrun <ccss@msn.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 2:53 PM 
To: Nila Gonzales <NGonzales@TJPA.org> 
Cc: SFCTA Board Secretary <clerk@sfcta.org>; MTC Info <info@bayareametro.gov>; Board 
(@caltrain.com) <BoardCaltrain@samtrans.com>; SFCTA CAC <cac@sfcta.org>; cacsecretary 
[@caltrain.com] <jpbcacsecretary@samtrans.com> 
Subject: Fw: DTX Executive Steering Committee 

 

Dear Chair Sesay and Board members, 
 
Pursuant to Government Code §6250 et seq., please provide a copy of video and/or audio 

recording(s) of the Friday July 17th DTX Executive Steering Committee (ESC) teleconference. 
https://tjpa.org/calendar-items/executive-steering-committee-meeting-july-17-2020 

Executive Steering Committee Meeting – July 17, 2020 « 

Transbay Program - tjpa.org 
An agenda will be posted at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting. Facebook; Twitter; 

Youtube; Instagram; Newsfeeds © Transbay Joint Powers Authority 

tjpa.org 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this request. 
 
Roland Lebrun 
 
cc  
SFCTA Commissioners 
MTC Commissioners 
Caltrain Board of Directors 
SFCTA CAC 
MTC PAC 
Caltrain CAC 
 

From: Nila Gonzales <ngonzales@tjpa.org>  

Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2020 3:39 PM 

To: Roland Lebrun <ccss@msn.com> 

Cc: SFCTA Board Secretary <clerk@sfcta.org>; MTC Info <info@bayareametro.gov>; Board 

(@caltrain.com) <BoardCaltrain@samtrans.com>; SFCTA CAC <cac@sfcta.org>; cacsecretary 

[@caltrain.com] <jpbcacsecretary@samtrans.com> 

Subject: RE: DTX Executive Steering Committee 

 

Mr. Lebrun –  

 

We are writing in response to your July 22, 2020 Public Records Act request to the Transbay 

Joint Powers Authority (TJPA) for video and/or audio recording(s) of the July 17, 2020 DTX 

Executive Steering Committee meeting. As we’ve previously explained, the TJPA possesses no 

records responsive to your request. At this time, the TJPA considers its response to your request 

for public records to be complete.  

 

 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Nila Gonzales 

https://tjpa.org/calendar-items/executive-steering-committee-meeting-july-17-2020
https://tjpa.org/calendar-items/executive-steering-committee-meeting-july-17-2020
https://tjpa.org/calendar-items/executive-steering-committee-meeting-july-17-2020


Chief of Staff / Board Secretary 
Transbay Joint Powers Authority 
425 Mission Street, Suite 250 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
ngonzales@tjpa.org  
Office: 415.597.4032 
www.tjpa.org  

 

           
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email. 

 

 
From: Transbay Info <info@tjpa.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 11:11 AM 
To: Roland Lebrun <ccss@msn.com> 
Subject: RE: DTX Executive Steering Committee  

  
I’m sorry but we do not.  We will have the draft minutes available at least a week in advance of the next 
meeting which is scheduled for 8/21.  They will be hyperlinked within the agenda which will be posted 
here https://www.tjpa.org/calendar-items/executive-steering-committee-meeting-august-21-2020  
  
  
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Transbay Joint Powers Authority 
425 Mission Street, Suite 250 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
415.597.4620 phone 
www.tjpa.org  
  

           
  
   Please consider the environment before printing this message. 
  
From: Roland Lebrun <ccss@msn.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 5:00 PM 
To: Transbay Info <info@tjpa.org> 
Subject: Re: DTX Executive Steering Committee 

  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the TJPA. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
  
Thank you. 
Do you have an audio archive? 
  
Thanks again. 

 
From: Transbay Info <info@tjpa.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 4:26 PM 
To: Roland Lebrun <ccss@msn.com> 
Cc: Donald Pollitt <DTX@tjpa.org> 
Subject: RE: DTX Executive Steering Committee  
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Mr. Lebrun: 
  
The meeting was live streamed but there is not a video archive of the meeting.  
  
  
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Transbay Joint Powers Authority 
425 Mission Street, Suite 250 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
415.597.4620 phone 
www.tjpa.org  
  

           
  
   Please consider the environment before printing this message. 
  
From: Roland Lebrun <ccss@msn.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 11:24 AM 
To: Transbay Info <info@tjpa.org> 
Cc: Donald Pollitt <DTX@tjpa.org> 
Subject: Re: DTX Executive Steering Committee 

  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the TJPA. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
  
Thank you for adding me to the mailing list  
Could you please point me to the video archive for last Friday's WebEx meeting? 
  
Thanks again. 
  
Roland Lebrun 

 
From: Transbay Info <info@tjpa.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 11:21 AM 
To: Roland Lebrun <ccss@msn.com> 
Cc: Donald Pollitt <DTX@tjpa.org> 
Subject: RE: DTX Executive Steering Committee  
  
Mr. Lebrun:  
  
We are confirming that you have been added to the email distribution list for notifications of upcoming 
Executive Steering Committee (ESC) meetings.  As noted at the June 25, 2020 TJPA Board meeting, ESC 
meetings will be held on the third Friday of each month at 11am.  The agenda for the July 17th ESC 
meeting was posted on the TJPA website on July 10th – at this link https://www.tjpa.org/calendar-
items/executive-steering-committee-meeting-july-17-2020 
  
The meeting was live streamed via WebEx at the link published on the agenda.  
  
Should you have any further inquiries related to the ESC, please email dtx@tjpa.org.  
  
Thank you for your interest in the Transbay Program.   
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Transbay Joint Powers Authority 
425 Mission Street, Suite 250 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
415.597.4620 phone 
www.tjpa.org  
  

           
  
   Please consider the environment before printing this message. 
  
From: Dea, Michelle (DPW) <michelle.dea@sfdpw.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 10:37 AM 
To: Roland Lebrun <ccss@msn.com> 
Cc: Julie Markus <Reception@tjpa.org> 
Subject: RE: DTX Executive Steering Committee 
  
Hi Mr. Lebrun, 
I’m not involved with the Executive Steering Committee meetings (my committee work was limited to 
the Cost Review Committee for Phase 1 of the Program).  I’ve c.c.’d TJPA’s reception desk, so that TJPA 
can assist with your request. 
  
Dear TJPA Reception Desk, 
Regarding the DTX Executive Steering Committee, please assist Mr. Lebrun regarding his request to be 
added to the distribution list for members of the public.  Please see his e-mail below and help him find 
the recording of yesterday’s meeting, if available.  Thanks. 
  
  

  
  
Michelle Dea 
Capital Projects and Program Controls Manager 
  

Building Design and Construction (BDC) Division  |  San Francisco Public Works  |  City and County of San Francisco   
I am moving August 6, 2020!  My new number will be 1‐628‐271‐2821 
The below office number will cease working on the above date 
Current Address:  30 Van Ness, #4100  |  San Francisco, CA 94102 | (415) 557-4653 office | (415) 728-5170 cell  
New Address: 49 South Van Ness, Suite 1000 
|  sfpublicworks.org  |  twitter.com/sfpublicworks  |  instagram.com/sfpublicworks 
  
Note that I'm working remotely during business hours.  If you need to reach me, I'm available by e-mail, 
mobile phone at 415-728-5170, or Microsoft Teams.  
  
From: Roland Lebrun <ccss@msn.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 10:30 AM 
To: Dea, Michelle (DPW) <michelle.dea@sfdpw.org> 
Subject: DTX Executive Steering Committee 
  

  

  
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted 

sources. 
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Good Morning Michelle, 
  
Could you please add me to the list of folks who get notified when the agendas are posted? 
I was not aware of last Friday's meeting until yesterday afternoon and am unable to locate the 
video recording on SFGOVTV. 
Can you point me to WebEx video archive? 
  
Thanks again. 
  
Roland. 
 



From: Roland Lebrun
To: Board (@caltrain.com)
Cc: PRA
Subject: Re: PCEP March 2020 report
Date: Friday, July 24, 2020 12:20:17 AM

Dear Chair Pine,

Further to my email of May 22nd and pursuant to Government Code §6250 et seq., please
provide a copy of FTA's March 2020 PCEP Program Management Oversight Committee
(PMOC) report.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this request.

Roland Lebrun  

From: Roland Lebrun
Sent: Friday, May 22, 2020 2:26 AM
To: Caltrain Board <board@caltrain.com>
Cc: Caltrain Public Records <pra@caltrain.com>
Subject: PCEP March 2020 report
 
Dear Chair Pine,

Pursuant to Government Code §6250 et seq., please provide a copy of the March 2020 PCEP
Program Management Oversight Committee (PMOC) report.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this request.

Roland Lebrun  

mailto:ccss@msn.com
mailto:BoardCaltrain@samtrans.com
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