
 

JPB Board of Directors 
Meeting of July 1, 2021 

Correspondence as of June 4, 2021 

 

# Subject 

1 New Hillsdale Station Access from 31st 

2 Item 7.3 Approval of VTA Biennial Budget for Fiscal Years 2022 and 2023 

3 Caltrain Letters to Congress 

  

  

 



From: SMGradeSep@caltrain.com
To: jb; SMGradeSep@caltrain.com; Board (@caltrain.com)
Subject: RE: New Hillsdale Station Access from 31st
Date: Thursday, June 3, 2021 9:46:35 AM
Attachments: Hillsdale map.PNG

Dear Jerry,
 

Thank you for contacting us about the 25th Avenue Grade Separation Project that will improve safety
and traffic flow, and reduce horn noise in the community. We’re excited that the new Hillsdale
Station which serves as a major access point to a variety of neighborhoods, businesses, shopping,
local restaurants, and the San Mateo Event Center is now open.
 

Regarding your question, yes there will be a ramp from the 31st Avenue sidewalk up to the station

parking lot sidewalk (see attached map). The project is now 90% complete, and 31st Avenue is
anticipated to open late summer.
 
To stay informed and sign up for project updates visit www.caltrain.com/25thGS. Thank you again
for reaching out.
 
Best,
Lori Low
 
 

From: jb <jerry94402@comcast.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 4:45 AM
To: SMGradeSep@caltrain.com <SMGradeSep@samtrans.com>
Subject: New Hillsdale Station Access from 31st
 

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click
on links from unknown senders.

 

A few questions regarding access to the new Hillsdale Station from 31st Avenue.
 

1. Will there be pedestrian access from 31st Avenue?
 

2. Will there be bicycle access from 31st Avenue?
 

3. Will there be wheelchair access to the new Hillsdale Station from 31st Avenue?
 
Answers would be appreciated.
 

mailto:SMGradeSep@samtrans.com
mailto:jerry94402@comcast.net
mailto:SMGradeSep@samtrans.com
mailto:BoardCaltrain@samtrans.com
http://www.caltrain.com/25thGS
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Thank You
 
Jerry B.
 
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986
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From: Roland Lebrun <ccss@msn.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 3, 2021 3:49 PM
To: Baltao, Elaine [board.secretary@vta.org]
Cc: MTC Commission; Board (@caltrain.com); cacsecretary [@caltrain.com]
Subject: Item 7.3 Approval of VTA Biennial Budget for Fiscal Years 2022 and 2023
Attachments: Turnout4Transit Paper.pdf

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from 
unknown senders. 

Dear VTA Board and PAC members, 
 
I would like to attract your attention to a superlative 28‐page paper authored by 
https://www.turnout4transit.org/ (attached) and subsequently buried 
here: http://santaclaravta.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_LegiFile.aspx?Frame=&MeetingID=3349&MediaPosition=
&ID=7691&CssClass= (under "Public Comment"). 
 
The introductory paragraphs from the first page are extracted below for your convenience: 
 
Overall, our analysis shows: 
 
● It seems problematic to speak of an “operations” deficit without acknowledging that 
VTA transit’s operating and capital budget are deeply intertwined. Any statement on 
budget balances needs to be highly conscious of the various intra‐agency funding flows. 
(See chapters A.1, A.2 & C.5) 
 
● Projections that are based on linear extrapolation carry a significant risk of 
misrepresenting possible long‐term outcomes. It seems more helpful to provide various 
scenarios instead of singular projections. (See A.3) 
 
● A drop in fare revenue and simultaneous above‐average increases in specific expense 
categories such as services and data processing need to be addressed for the benefit 
of the long‐term financial health of the agency (see B.1‐B.4. & C.1‐C.6) 
 
● Transfers from the VTA transit operations budget to the transit capital fund are 
inconsistent with the identified funding need of the capital budget. (See C.5) 
 

● VTA has an outstanding debt of over $880M and will spend more than $280M 
dollars 
on interest payments alone between 2022 and 2030. (See D.1) 
 
● VTA capital projects (e.g., VTP highway projects) see significant cost‐overruns and 
delays which are not communicated transparently. (See D.4) 
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● VTA has several reserves including relief funding that could potentially be used 
in the 
short‐term to put VTA on a successful long‐term track. (See D.2 & D.3) 
 
Thank you in advance for glancing over the result of many hours spent by Silicon Valley's future leaders 
drafting this thoughtful analysis of VTA's finances and the profound impact these will have on the failing 
health of what once was our Valley's transit system. 
 
Roland Lebrun. 
 
MTC Commissioners 

From: VTA <board.secretary@vta.org> 
Sent: Thursday, June 3, 2021 2:11 PM 
To: ccss@msn.com <ccss@msn.com> 
Subject: VTA Information: June 3, 2021 Board of Directors 2nd update to Agenda Packet  
  

 

View this email in your browser  

 

   

The VTA Board of Directors agenda packet for the Thursday, 

June 3, 2021, Meeting has been updated to include additional 

information (presentations, materials and/or public comment) 

for the following items: 

  

  

 Agenda Item #5., Committee Reports 

 Agenda Item #8.1.A., Receive Government Affairs Update. 
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 Agenda Item #7.3., Approval of Biennial Budget for Fiscal Years 2022 and 2023 

  

  

You may access the updated agenda packet/outline on our 

agenda portal. 

  

Thank you, 

  

Office of the Board Secretary 

Access the Agenda  
 

 

To contact the VTA Board of Directors or VTA committee members, or for any other inquiries, 

please email board.secretary@vta.org  

 

 

Sign up for VTA's monthly Connections newsletter  

to receive updates about all VTA services, programs and projects. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Copyright © 2021 Valley Transportation Authority, All rights reserved. 

You are receiving this email because you opted in via our website. 
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Our mailing address is: 

Valley Transportation Authority  

3331 N 1st St 

San Jose, CA 95134-1906 

 

Add us to your address book 

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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